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Of the true 


| Church of God 


Diſcovered, 


: | And borne Teſtimony unto what it is, 
and wherein it conſiſteth. 


In Oppofiri j3rtion 


To the pretended Catholick Church 


of ROME her Rule, Foundation, 
Guide, and Judge. 


Being returned in Anſwer to Captain Robert 
 Everrard his Bock, titled An Epiſtle to: all the Non- 
conformiſts, wherein his main Reaſons, Grounds, and 
Alligations laid dowa in his Book are examin=d and diſc 
courfed with , wherein the faith.once delivered unto 

the Saiors, is * vindicated, and the Doftine of Chriſt 

and his Apoſtles : Againſt the pretended faith and falſe 

- Dodtines which: hath been held forth by the Church 
} - of Rome among Chriſtians as infallible. 


By afoffcring Member of that Church which fied intothe 
. | Wilderneſs, when miftery 3 aby/on ſat as aQueen upon 
NY | 7 the' Waters, ' Francis Howgill, 
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Printed"in the Year 1665. 
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Tha tru: Rule, Fudge, and quide-of the true Chaych of God 
diſcovered, and bon Teflimuny unto what it # aud where» 


in un confftvh, &c, 


| A Frer. various reportsand upbraidings', and:infultings of 
divers men in. my hearing, of a-certain greit pillar and' 
AV. ailcading manamongithe Nonconformiſfts,, who it was ſaid 
' >, had relinquiſhed his errors, and had conformed; and-alſo 
written and publiſhed a Book far the convincement of al others 
to. [[niformity and. Conformity :! alſo the' Weekly Intelligencer 
willing to take advantage ſometime when there'is littleor no oc 
cafion,doth fignifie to the whole Nation in his Newes-book of the 
Converſion of a-great Nonconformiſt ,. for the ſtrengtheningeand 
ſupporting of choke delires only in People who: is willing'to make 
ſhipwrack of all. Faith, Hope, Religion, and whatfoever alſothae* 
is.of the greateſt moment, for a'little:eaſe-and liberty'in the fleſh, 
; and the, imbracement of this: preſent World, is willing to-joyne 
with.that which is the uppermoft,: andto fail with wind andtids;: 
not minding the Harbour, nor the way which chey-are paſſingybut: 
only, preſeut. enjoyment 3 and:(uch: whoſe faith isi builded'upoir 
men. a;;d not. upon God;, and: chuſes:rather ro rin with the'mal- 
titude to do evil (then with a few:deſpifed and afftifted whio keep 
faith and a good. Conſeience) ſuch: flaſhes' and airy ungrounded 
rumours ſtagger”. their, mind, and makes them afraid:atiditroit- 
bled. wheu there's no-cauſe. At laft this great and magnificent 
piece of Converſion came publiſhed in:the Newes-book boaſted: 
on by the Clergy anddivers other great Mouhtains oF Farth;came' 
| | tomy hand providentially unſovked for,unfought for,or defired, 
which is titled, An: Epiſtle to the ſeveral Congregations of the Non- 
' formiſts, (ubſcribed by. Captain' Robert Everard; i as te ſtiledhim<- 
Y - ſelf a Member of the Catholick Church ; which Book hath-been 


' ſpread up and downthe Counties it ſeems, as fomerare, weighty, - -. 
' | andgreat matter to induce others to be of the ſame mind.” But”. | 
vhy the. Members of| the Church of Exgland ſhould extoll this*'”*. + 
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and rejoycein this great Coon * Wi not, except they have a 
a mind to ſhake hands wich the Roman Church,and to receive thei 
Catholick faith ſb called and unqueſtionable ; but Deceit loves to 
ſport it (elf, and to make merry and triumph over any wh> do but 
reliaquiſh che ſeeming appearance of truth to turit into the- 
common road of darkneſs , they hug ſuch a one for a while, and 
ſets him out as an enfign to glory in,and over againſt others. 

After the ſaid Book came to my hand amonght divers others, I 
was willing to take a ſurvey, and to make in(peCtion into thoſe 
things contained in it, and to ſee 'what demonſtrative grounds, 
and (olid and weighty matter was contained init, which I have 
diligently weighed, and without a prejudiced ſpicit read, finding. 
the matter init chiefly to ſet up a Council of men to be abſolute 
Judge of all matters of Faith and DoQrine ; though never fo 
repugnant unto the Do&rine and praftice once delivered and re- 
ceived and walked in by the Saints, ſering up this, both above the 
boly Spirit of Ged which # the only and fo 
allo abovethe Scripture ; wherein | have takennotice his own eye 
beng blinded he would captivate all others, and make them blind 


.a|fo,and lay waſt the Spirit of God, and its office the Scriptures, 


and cheir tranſlation, making them as ugcertain as much as in him 
lies as the Turkiſh Alcbaron; and all (olid and weighty arguments 
and reaſons that hath been produced this many years by many 
godly and moderate Difſenters in divers Ages , from the Church 


. of Rome, this he ſtrikes over all by whole ſail, Jabouring to ſet | 
alla jarr, and to make every thing look with a face contrary way 


to repreſent them uncomely ; andat laft he hath concluded that 
the Catholick viſible Church is the abſolute judge and direftor, 
both in matters of Faith and Do@rine, without diſtinguiſhing of 


their abiding in the faith, or falling from it , as though the pro-" 


miſe of God had been intailed to. a certain place as Rome, or tn 4 


certain ſort of men that may call-themfelves Peters Succeflors, 


and Miniſters of Chriſt , though. they walk as far wide both in 


DoArine and praftice as Heaven is from Earth from f Peter) and 
would aſſiime the title of name and office for honour and-profits. | 
fake, but do none of Peters work, feeds not the Flock of Chrift; © 
but,worries them, and kills them that Chriſt feeds; and ſheares * 
off the Wool from off their backs, and pujls off rhe skin'tqo,and 


inftead of ſaving have deſtroyed hundreds of mens lives in Erype 


e trier of all Spirits; but . 
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| and America; fome under PEAEP Hereticks,and ſome under 
| thenamEof Thifidels have 'been moſt 'mercileGly' and ctuelly-de-" 
ſtroyed þy the power of this holy viſible Charch,as R-E; call ir, 

| as the'erne Chronologies of Ages paſt doth reſtifie, ſo tha the 

- #F* Nations have been wade like. Akeldome by that: myſtery Babylon 

| which hath | drank tbe blood of the Saints, and ſlain the Prophets and - 

Martyrs, wider the'name of Hereticks, quite outof the DoRtrine 

| of Chriſt, and erred from bis infallible Spiric., who'c4me nor to 

deftroy mens lives but to ſave them, and to ſave people from their ſins 21 
But this falſe vifible Church hath deftroyed'their- lives under the: 
name of Herefie , and (o hath deſtroyed them in their fins if they: 

' count that Herefie be a fin;But-of this ſomething more afterwards 

may be ſaid if God permit,” 1 rw, LOS 
But it is a great piece of confidence' m RE, that: after fifteen: 
Hundred years as he ſaith this Chareh hath continued as a Judge 
and a Dire&or unto, which all Chriſtians are to ſubmit, page 20#b,; 
that he that is but a man of yefterday ſhould be ſo ftour a Cham« 
Pion as to make a flouriſh, and ſeem to over-ride all;the weighty: 
things that hath been ſpoken by the bleſſed Martyrs and ſufferers 
for Chriſt , and Righteous diflenters from this Romar Church at: 
oneclap; and againto exalt his own feeble things that he hath, 
brought forth and exhibit them (o confidently to allNonconformifts 
as unan{werable matter, or how he judged in himſelf chat his rea»: 
ſons or arguments ſhould be of that yo gre convinceor colts 
vert any, ſeeing he hath rendered himſelf; and they that knows: 

' him can teſtific he hath always been a changable nian, and unſtable. 
inall his ways, tofſed up and down like the Waves of the Sea, and 
now at laſt fallen into the black gulf of darkneſs;but ic ſeems by his 
own writing in hisEpiftle , that it hath been his former method, 
being filled with a (cribling hamour in the days of his ignorance, 
as hefaich,when the vail of pride and folly hung betweenhis eyes, 

- which appears to hang there yer, (for any thing | canſee) baving. 
condemned himſelf, and alfo repented as he faith for being in the- 
head of a Troop of the rebetlious Army aCaptain: and yet aftec 
Converfionandillumination and repentance as he faith, ſubſcribes 
himſelf, Captain Robert Everard; argues both pride and folly,and 
gives but a ſmall ſhew of repentance, but rathec argues faned-: 

8 neſs and flattery, and him co be a-time-ſeryer, - and a; man- 

oy - pleaſer. 4 E210 A F? 
2B | . 
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be theirs, only- ie wants the formality of Language : ſomething 
wight: largely be: ſpoken, as 43. refurs, of anlwer tt the things, 
contained inthe au} Bpok,- but; that; 16, way be ſuppoledſome af 
thoſe) people with whom be hath. wag + converled,. which he 


now calumnates with notorious error, Wi 


prople with Wham) b 
<Q 


=>” SIS ow 0 


Oak IEA WLLOHA fure-thi qo It ck xt; 21d the'f rit of 
Go@tarned out'of Hodvey, "if tegard" bf its" office, of certyirity 
ahd'infallibility,” and iptiures'of Eck laid afide as afff ins 
Aiſticierc ching, 'extteptthe Interpretitivis of Mien be addeilibs 
x for its authority, andthe conftiturions 'of fallible and erring 
Men'(et up "for rules, 'antl Men av Meti' ſet tip as Law<givers'an 
adges'over Mens Conſtietces, and Lords over Faith, arid ro'be 
e moft certhin ehitig for ady Cliriiitl Man to re) ipon;) ant ro) 
beheve, xs cre b14 phraſes, as the'Thinrthbelieves, to. pin vijes 
faich pon orherE(leeves, atid co hatig ones hope vf anothers' 
ſhonlders,* to pur 'ones'eye ont'that God barh given them.co ſee 
with, and then ſee by anorhers, may beled into any hole or diech, 
and this tobe publ ed with ſhack conficitnce;” as the 6nly TAMIL 
ble guide, to whidy af Cliriſtiaris are to[ubmre;” worfld tidfe 4 
Min half dumb'to ſpeik an#(amttter Birth fomething ag! tefti- 
mony againſt ſach palpable ecrBr\, and tranifeſt dafkiiels :' pie 6ff 
with ſuch confidence, and uſher*d itt atnotig Chriſtians .in ſuch'an' 
age as this, when Light andAife is broken forth as z morn he 
our” Cloudes in Goſher,, ' Where *Ifr221 the true Seed TAN, T1 
conk tot but ay ſojnething/in'vindication' oF thir-dertain, Tart,” 
evertifting crith whith ctheNevil 'is'durof,” by which 'the Saies" 
are thadefree indeed intheir inward m2n fron fin; aid Noniton- 
formiſts torhe World,” itFetror; wayes ard worthip, arid alfo 
to ſhew the, miſtakes of the Anthor, 'ajd how'eafly'heYattr been © 
draWn'afide to lean'upotra broken Read; als patticylarfwhich 
are of any weight Or mornent fhall be'confidered hg veighbA Th 
the righteous Ballince of 'equity,attd/anfieredin-thiirf due &© 
for the' confirmation of them that do believe] and fot removing 
the ſtumbling blocks out of the way of themthat Youbr orftag- v 
ger, leaſt they faltinſach dark Pits as theſe,(viz/)as to deny ths 
ſpirit of God to*be a ſufficient gtiide, and tak&awiy is infallibit” 
lity, and place it /in Men that have erred;/d6<erre,and ay erre 55 
and! call cher the'only fire infilible guidefor alFCiifon then! 


tbfollow, : © * ; | be 

*'Bue' to ſpeak ſomethingtothe ſeeming weighty matte# which 
weighed dom RE. his Judgnien, 'and caſt the Sclle$Þ fir" 
othatall fs hope, fairh;foittid ation, Bereligion wis weighed Uown' 
; at"onie Grthight; and by ſuch feeble things a3 pite him to'Menice.” 
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| tichheheard from his'Laycattiolick;as he cals himargnes a very 
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4 101; weak & a poor foundation a fandy,web was fo ſnon driven away; 


t ove thing is ro be minded, becauſe he bath mindedic bimſel 
f: his Conve: lion, as to, matter of: timez; this Converfion hath 
bappened to fall out fince the happy Reftauration of our Gracioas 
Soveraign to his Crown and Dignity.,as he faith , this co ſome will 
render his Converfion ſomewhat ſuſpicious, whether (he name) 
this time as only accidental, or the Reftauration of the King the 
cauſe ſomewhat'of his Converſion, I ſhall not, determine.; but 
however. he having.been behind before in Conformity reſolved to 
make a good ftep to, before the next time to avoid ſuffering loſs 
and reproach. But ro ſpeaka lictle as to the Diſcourſe which R. E. 
hach publiſhed as the weighty matter whereby he was convinced, 
their Judgments now it ſeems becoming one,the LayGentleman he * 
mentions and himſelf ſpeaking to. one.ſpeaks to both, | | | 
_ Fuft, Whether that any -can.be: certain. that the Chriftzans in 
general is more true then the Txrkes, :Fewes, or any other, and - 
whether any can be infallibly. aſſured; of chis that it is not pollible 
for one to be miſtaken in this ; and again. the anſwer amounting _ 
to no morethen this, you gpnceive youre inthe right, you hope. 
and believe, .you are not miſtaken; ;but ic is poſliple you-may. be. - 
miſtaken in this, for every. Manisa Lyer ,, andevery Man and all 
Men and every Church is fallible an ſubje& toerror; aud with - 
theſe and the like words R. E.was extreamly troubled as hefaich,: . 
and knew not how toauſwer without fooag. 9 1.1 al 
; Anſwer,” ThetrueChriſtian Religion ſtands not only in.name;, - 
nor-4n words, nor in.conforming, or transforming to this or that 
outward prattice, which the Diſciples of Chrift were exerciſed 
io, which divers in the latter days in their old corrupt minds not - 
having their hearts renewed, have taken on the outfide, and have. 
ot the form, and wants;the life and the power, and are not par-, 
takers of the Divine nature of, Chrift, and ſuch a bare profeſſion; 
as this has go certainty, nor iafallibility in it,neither the affurance, 
buc that they may be miſtaken and may be ſubjeC to.err as well as. 
Turkgs or Fewer, or any other, but the true Chriftian Religion, 
indeed whom Chriſt will ownas true Worſhippers of Him, ſtands 
in power, in life, and in being, obedient unto his living commands,” 
and precepts, which he giveth forth unto his Diſciples, and mans, N 
feſteth by his Spirit, his Sheep hear his voice, and kite it from the. t 
voice of @ ſtranger ; And he giveth the knowledge of his will lf '' 


| ull that believe in the meaſure of his eternal Spirit, which he bath 
given every one a-meaſure of 20 profit withal ; and by it.co be guided 
into all cruth, out of all error, and:this Spirit-is infallible and 
gives certairi aſſurance to all that receive it, that they arein that 
way which-is'acceptable to God, and they feel-comfortunto their 
ſouls coming daily from the preſence'of Chrift, whois the Rock 
. of Ages, and the fure foundation upon which his holy Church is 


founded, ' which isthe pillar and ground of irmth;; and they that are 
? living members are not grounded: upoa a fallible certainty,'or 
*| 4 upon a conje&ural ſuppoſition, or a vain hope which is without 
» bottom, but upon that which is ſure and ſtedfaft, laſting andever- 
4 oy laſting; and all men in the unregenerate eſtatearelyers, but they 


that are born fromabove are of the truth, and lienot, and are oc 
ſubje& to miſtakes; becauſe the ſeed remains:m them, and walkes 


1 h in the pure Religion which keeps unſpoted of the World; and they that 
| haveno other ground for their Religion but .only without chem, 

5 and from the report of others are ſhort of the erue foundation, 
5 | forthatmay becruthinic (elf indeed, which is not true to ano- 
© | ther, norhe ctuly'partakes of it , and here is all the ſuppoting 
1 TY conjeftires and miſtakes and: fajlible certainties,- which it feems 
h R. E. and his Jay Gentleman too, when the axe-is laid to the root 
of the tree/indeed ,' and not withſtanding all the laying claim 

>  toinfallibility and certainty its but grounded upon a report with- 
4} vur;and the traditions of men from Generation to Generation 
5 | Ft chem chat believe but only becauſe of the true report with» 
5 out; and cometh not to witneſs the thing afſured intheir own 
vg hearts by the Spirit of the Lord, theſe will not. be long of that 
d faith, *cis true many did believe becauſe of the Apoftles Decla- 
o | rationand report, but at laſt came to feel the witneſs of God in. 


their own hearts teſtifying the ſelf ſame, in ſo. much" thar they 
could ſay and truly too, though we have believed [through your 
words at the fiſt, yet now we have heard him our ſelyes, and 
that which giveth perfect afſuraice which admits of no doubts 
© nor fallibleneſs, for ſuch evidence all crue Members of Chriſt's 
T7 Church have in themſelves, which carries divine authority and 


We | fatisfaQtion in it to every particular Believer, and fol ſay with R, 
be. 'E, in this it ſeemes unreaſonable to perſwade any to receive this 
oo of that for a truth, when they that ſo perſwade are uncertain in 


' FF themſelves, neither dare lay their judgment is infallible, which 
© I B 1s 


W2; 


O64 is:that. old Proteftant-Principle indeed, and dlſothe Principle of 
| many [Sets who differs fromthe pretended Catholick Chureb:of 
Kowe who:perſecuted one another abaut.outward things evenas 
the Heathenabout their Idols, and yet will need fit as Judge in 
Meas Conſciences, with their fallible fpirit, though I (peak not of 
every individua}perſon, neither cao 1 juftine the Reman Catho. 
lick Church ſo called, who layes claim to infallibility ; and what- 
ſoever they pudge tobe Herehe muftbereckoned as ſuch, though 
never ſo-manifeſt a truth ; and to place infallibility in men that 
may errand haveerred from the ſpirit, Ilike not neither ; for this 
1s to give thatito men that belongs to God,and to makethe Judg- 
ment of fallible men above the Judgment of [the infallible (piric 
of God ; and this] look.to:be great ambition and-pride, in any to 
lay claim to the greateſt things, as infallibility and certaincy of 
afſarance, and che moſt free of error , and yet falls the ſhorteſt of 
ic of any, as hath been made appear by many learned, and grave 
Men of former apes ; and alſo if a neceſſity were , might be made 
appear, that the Church of Rome:who ſaith ſhe cannot err, have 
beenas uncertain bothin their Do&rineand Worſhip as any, yea 
more; one Pope. contradicting and throwing down that, which an» 
other did eſtabliſh ; and one :Coxencil decreeing, and another difa» 
nulling ; as 1 could eafily .make appear, but that I would not be 
b:! tedious tothe Reader in things: that have been ſo manifeſt ; nei» 
'* ther dol defire to wade out into diverſity of matters, in ſo-ſhort 
| a Diſcourſe. But that which -R./E. and bis Catholick inftruſter 
calleth late, wild, and looſe opinions, that men of different faiths 
may beſaved; and this countenanceth (chiſme, and breeds rebel. 
lionas it is aid ; *cis true, faith is but one, which is ſaving, and 
there is nodifferance in. that , for the difference is among Men 
where that is wanting, and only have the words and name of faith, 
and want the life aud power. Neither am 1 ſo narrow{ſpirited as - 
R. E. andhis.Catholick, as'to exclude all vut of the faith, who 
may differ in their perfwaſions in ſome Circumſtantial things, if 
yet they hold Chriftthe head :- and what makes R. E, ſo verilent 
as to judge all inerror, andto beout ofthe true faith , ſeeing the'Þ 
Proteſtants and -all forts 'of ſeparates profeſſe Juſtification and * 
Salvation, only: through faith in Chriſt Jeſus, as well as the. 
Church of Rome ; andit were unreaſonably judged in me if I 
fhould conclude a man to be: no man , becauſe heis not (o w_ a 
another; | 


1 1A 


' another:but TfeeR:Fand msC «2 IR all Shoos made 
by cheir Laft chongh-they- will not-fit every mans feer. Faith'is 
che'gift of God, there aredivers degrees and meaflres accordin 
tothe'mind'and good pleafure of the gvery ſo'tliat he that hat 
received any meaſure ordegree , muſt not beexcluded as having 
no-faith, though heatram nor to that degree that fomedo enjoy ; 
andthe Apcftles DoQrine was, that every one ſhould be perſwaded in 
his own mind, and if any was otherwiſe minded, they were tobe let 
alone tHI God revealed it to them,” And: whatſoever people os 
Church Cehongh they clam infallibility) that ceachesa contrary 
Do&rineimto this ; we have good reaſon to ſuſpe& irt,to be that 
bafty driving and: overdriving fpirit that. would' force a faith, 
where God'hath not givenit ; (not to be the infallible ſpiric of 
our Lord Jeſus ChriltYof which the Church'of Rome hath given 
2 vehement cauſe of fuſpition, by their crnelty and tortors they 
have exerciſed towards them, who could'not receivetheir Prin- 
ciplesand'own their Judgment in all-things : But K. E. the Lay- 
Gentlemanblinged'thy eye, when he made thee call'into queſtion 
theeruth of Scripture, andthat it proceeded'from the infallible 
Teftimony of Gods fpiric, ' and'if thon had acereain feeting of the 
fame in thy (e}f,ahd in thy own Conſcience to ler this po aid make 
this void as an/infafficient ground to receive Chriftianty upon,8& 
to lean toa prop witho.t thee, and to bejudged by men, who 
have been as fallible and changable in their Judgments as the 
Moon which have aſſumed the name of Cathaljck Church, whoſe 
Teſtimony thy Inftrudter I perceive told thee, ought tobe recei- 
ved, concerning what as 15 pretended to be revealed or not re- 
vealed by God, yet all muft be obliged to ſtand to their Judgment 
though never ſo repugnant to the DoArine of Chriſt,and praftice 
of the Church of Chritft in the firſt Primitive times, truly ſo called; 
yet'1t is granted that the Church of Chriſt are the diſperſed 
Members throngh the World, though not of it, agreeing 1n,one 
faith, being inthe power of God, and, being led and guided by 
2 the Holy Ghoſt, their Judgments ought to be received, which 


ne cannot (as lead by the Spirit) fail, in giving true Ji:dgment in 


| matters of fajth, which pertains to Salvation , but az men they 
may fail, and as erring from the ſpirit they may fail; and infallibi- 
lity is notintailed to the perſons of any men, but as they continue 
inthe grace of God, and walk in the ſpirit, and: bring forth the 
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fruits thereof, nor toany place or Ciry, -but as they continue in 
Covenant with God; for the promiſe of God was to Fernſalem, 
and Moxnt Zion, and to many other places and people in divers 
Cicies, where the glory of God once appeared, but now through 
their Apoſtacy and unbelief, and diſobedience they are deſolate, - 
as tothe preſence and power of God, and their Sun is ſet, and 
they are covered as with the ſhadow of a Cloud ; but this true 


Church whereof I have ſpoken, was (een to fly into the Wilderneſs - 


for time, times and a half, and that tince the Apoſtles days, and 
then was ſhe not ſo viſible and univerſal as ſhe had been before;and 
the man child was —_ up unto God; now if thou reckon the 
Roman Church to be this rrue Church; ſhew the time, times, and 
balf a time, wherein ſhe fled into the Wilderneſs ; and how long ſhe 
bath been there, and when was the time of her return, and if ever 
ſhe was there, how that will hang together with your afſertion, 
that ſhe hath been viſible, and ſo univerſal this fiften hundred 
years; and if this could be proved that Rome hath been (o, whe- 
ther d>thir not rather demonſtrate her to be the Whore that fat 
upon the many waters? which waters are Nations, Kindreds, 
Tongues and People,and what Church 2-inftance if thou can,doth 
lay claim to the Nations, Kindreds, Tongues and People to be 
yours, and to rule over ſo many Kings of the Earth, as you lay 
claim to be univerſally of your faith, and of your Church, which 
gives us a ſhrewd character to believe, that indeed you are myſtery 
Babylon; beſides the blood of the Saints that have been ſhed un> 
der the name of Hereticks, by this viſible Catholick Church a- 
m.2ng the Nations this twelve 100.years,doth give clear evidence 
that it can be reckoned or imputed unto none but you. Bur [ 
would not grate too hard upon thee,being but a new convert;but 
when thy inſtru&ter had made thee doubt of thy own ſtate, and 
queſtion che foundation whereuponthou had(t received chriſtianity, 
thenexc thing .he labours to make void, is the Spirit of God its 
Teſtimony, which thou did lay claim too, but I feel had lictle 
portion in what thou faid.at laſt he makes thee doubt of the infal- - 


libility of this ſpirit wch chou had ſpoke on, mighe for ought thou "| 


knew be the {pirit of error, and thou not able to diſtinguiſh be- 
twixt the (piric of God in thy ſelf , which is infallible, and che 
ſpiric of error, nor to diſtinguiſh betwixt their opperations, he 


perſwaded thee that all was uncertain,and therefore no confidence 
ca 
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| tobegivento any ſpirit or faith in oneFown particular, which is - 
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the moſt abſurd and ridiculous thing in the world fo to judge : 
For if there beno certainty or aſſurance- givento any man, or 
means to every-man, wherein he may be aflured of the certainty 


of Gods will, then whither ſhould any go or upon whom ſhould 


any lean, ſeeing that no credit can be givento any thing that any 
man believes z -and this were but toſſing up and down men from - 
mountain to hill, that they might never have reſt for their ſouls; 
And as for F-r. 17. and Eccleſ, 9g, Rev. 3. The heart of man is de 
ceitfl, &rc. No man knows love or batred, &c, And becauſe thou ſays - 
et I am rich and increaſed with goods, and bave need of nothing, Ec« 
Theſe Scriptures was brought untothee to make thee more blind; 
the fiſt is ſpoken of the degenerated eſtate, where deceit bears 
rule, arid not truth; the ſecond is ſpoken of vilible enjoyments, - 
which are common to all; and thethird was ſpokento one, who 
had erred from the ſpirit, and was. exalted in pride, becauſe of 
external performances, but having loſt the power was miſerable, 
&c. But what of all this ? doth this any whit at all detrat from - 
the certainty and aſſurance of the Spirit of God in them that haih 


1: ? 'what ſhall we reaſon thus becauſe ſome have been led afide, 


and are deceived by their own bearts.luſts, that therefore all ma 
be deceived, even them that have the ſpirit of God,(God forbid) 
and we have ſome what more to anſweran Arian, a Few, ora. 
Turk, if they ſhould urge the like knowledg and feeling with the . 
like confidence, to prove they were in the truth and Chriſtianity, | 
<7 pak and thy inſtru&er ſaid, what would you reply to . 
them ? 

We have more to reply in ſuch Caſes then time will permit : 
now, or the ſtate of the caſe require ; ſeeing it is but a ſuppolity - 


| On and we take no thought what to anſwer the gain-ſayers of ' 


truth withall, but relyes upon the promiſe of the Father, and of - 
bis Son Feſus Chriſt, who ſaid to bis Diſciples, take no thought for 
it ſhall be given you what .to anſwer in that day, which promiſe all - 
that are true Diſciples ſhall find true to the end of the World: 
but ſomewhat more we have to ſay, it may be then thou ſaid * 
when thou ſuffered thy (elf to be made blind and carried captive . 
with another Mans Judgment,and negle&ed the meaſure of Gods. 
ſpirit in thy ſelf at home, through which alone the ſecret things 


| of Godis revealed, and in which crue certainty and infallibility 
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” is witneffed, and'nov in metule'd fallible and changable.. If an. 
Arian, ' Few or Turk, ſhould- urge their own interpretation of. 
Scripetires (which is of no private interpretation) contrary ta. 
the.mind of him that gave it forth; I would fay. he perverted 
the words of the Scripture, which is in harmony " unity one. 
with another, as to the ſtates and conditions they were ſpo-.' 
ken to, and are plain, andare only read by that ſpirit thar gave. 
them forth : except it be in fome- Hiſfaricaſlor Chronology or. . 
Genealogy of Names and Geherations which might he; ſame ga- 
thered' from other hands, and different hands taking noticeiol. 
then 2s ©o record them, there might be ſome variatian, yet the. 
ſubſtance of the report is true, but what is Calculation of: yeares, 
or dayes or reckoning up of Genealogies, as to the matter of 
Salvation, and what if we had never had them, no more then.we,, 
have, other Hiſtories and things that fell out.among the Fewer, 
bur if chere be any contradi&ion for ought I know, we may, 
blame the Church of Rome the moſt of any.; who will needs af-, 
firm they received all. or moſt of the things from the Apoſtles ;, 
and if che tranſfations differ,or be ſomewhat uncertain, whah have... 
they been doing this fifteen hundred yeares, with.therr infallible, 
ſpiric, that they could nat have re&ified them according.co.their 1. 
firſt original? and if any of the forelaid SeQs, ſhould. pretend. 
the certainty of the ſpirit, and yet.not have it,? I ſhould apſwer,; 
the ſpiric is known by its fruits, and the fruits of the ſpirit are. 
manifeſt, and they that pretendtoit, and bring forth contrary , 
Fruites, are manifeſt to be deceivers and deceived, but their 
Rates are different, and therefore requires different anſwers, 
which time will not now permit to inſiſt upon : but over and be, 
fide all other arguments to perſwade any man to, or from any. . 
thing, the witneſs of God in the party unto whom he Reakenhy 
is to be reached, and that is beyond the underftanding of man,and. 
reaterthen it, and more convincing then any arguments that. 
can beuſed without; and he that cannat ſpeak to this, is nat skils. 
ful io the word of righteouſnels. | 


That Chrift was an infallible guide, ( who. is the way, the, 
eruth, and the life) is granted by all Chriſtians, and that, the A», iſ 
poſtles received the promile of the Father, and the jofallble (pj; 
rit of God which led chem into all crutch, and this infallible aflus, B 
rance the Chriſtians had that lived in the Apoftles time, this is 
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;granted, ,and the es were infallible gnides, not as Men 
mectly, but.as Men full of the holy Ghoſt, andas Men who were 
Hlled with che {pirit of God, and therefore the Apoſtles ſaid; be 
Followers of ns.49. we are followers of Chriff; andif any;controverfice 
did ariſe, as ſome there did, and doutes.among the then Chriſti- 
ans, the Apoſtles and Elders meeting together in the power of the 
holy Ghoſt, did write their mindes and Letters to the Chriſtians 
to pacify all; and good reaſon: that they that had believed chrough 
- .their word, ſhould ſubmic unto:the Holy Ghoſt, and-unto them 
by whom they were begotten unto God by the word of Life, for 
the ending of ſtrife about wordes and owes and.outward 
things, and they whoſe mindes were outward then, in ages fince 
and now, ran into contention about outward things, and ſuch 
for the moſt part do erre from the (pirit of God inthem(elves, 
/ but I would have thee totake notice of this, and all you Catho- 
lick Members ſo called, the Apoftles of Chrift only did exhort, and 
did not force their Decrees by penal Statutes, and to be obſerved under © 
the . penalty of loofing life or limbes, as {ince, their preteuded ſuc- 
ln have done, who have erred from the ſpirit, and have got 
i ' the Saints. words, and turned againſt the life and power: but 
: MK the Decrees, as you call them, are not many nor burdenſome.,. 
th which the Apoſtles wrote at Feruſalem, as the many Coxnſels ſince 
: have made, .they are ſo endleſs and numberlefs and burdenſome, 
and ſo contradifory one to another in divers things, who wil 
but look into the Decrees of the Cownſels fince the Apoſtles dayes ,. 
that wecan find little certainty io any of their Decrees, but rather. 
as thy InftruRter ſaith the Sword of the fleſh, and not the ſpirit 
hath been the rule and law co Chriſtianity z but the Maſters of 
; great witand power and Intereſt, have framed and made parties. 
» HY unto themſelves, and hath not Warres been raiſed among; your 
” ſelves about deciding your controverſies, hath not. the - Pope 
F: Warred againft the Emperoxr, and the Emperoxr againſt the Pope, 
was not Wars raiſed about the Decrees when Pope Exjeniuo was. 
| depoſed asa Heretick by the Counſel of Bazill.--- and one while 
£ he Pope rauſt be infallible as Peter*s Succeſſar,and above all Coun- 
” | fs and Churches, another while the Cexnſell is above the Pope, 
' | £xcommunicates himas a Yeretick and excludes his Infallibilicy, 
-  ndnow where is the certainty, and-whetber ſhould one go or ap-- 
- {pral for true judgment ? fo, though the-Church of Rome boaſt of- 
I | unity,, 
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' nnity, yet how bath one Nation bh, e War againft another , and 

- yet profefling che ſame faith ar divers times and'in ſundry ages, 
Add to tell cheeplainly, and'to ſpeak the naked trath, according 

tothe Apoftles prophetie, after their departure there was a great 
Apoltacy, and a great falling away from the faith, and a giving 

heed to lying ſeducing fpiritt, and dofrine of Devils, *and'many were 
fubverved, from the faith, by them tha? ſpake ljes in'hypoerifie ,” arid - 

"took up the Prieſts office for filthy Iucre, and they went our into 

'the world; and the world wondered after them; and chey had the 
form, and the ſheeps cloathing, and the Saints words, but were 
enemies to the Croſs of Chriſt, and to the power of Godlinels; 
and the Kings of the Earth were bewitched with their Sorceries , and 
tlien forced alt and compelled all to receive and believe ſich-De- 

: Crees and ſnch Articles, as was then fer forth by a pack of thoſe 
Hirelings, who minded their own profit, and their own bellies; 
who mingled their own Inventions and traditions with the Do&. 
rine of Chriſt, and broughe the Scripture for a Cloak, andthe 
Apoſtles praftice-for a preſident, -and could ſay falſly, -as the A- 
poſt|es ſaid in the truth; It ſeems.good to us atid the Holy Ghoft 

That theſe our Decrees be obferved, for God hath plated us'35 
Judges and dire&ers, as them that are appointed -of God him- 

4telf. To which, all Chriſtians are co ſubmic and none coqueſtioti, 

and if any do queſtionor will not obey, it is the Kjngs and Princes 
duty in every Country tocauſe all to ſubmit roth e our Decrees 

- and orders, or elfe tobe puniſhed.as Herericks with deathyfor "we 

arethe Apoſtles ſucceffors, and we are the elders of che Ctiureh, 
and we have the infallible Spiritz and thongh we make Decree 

'COntrary to what the Apuftles made in cheirday, yer none1s to 
Queſtion that, che Church was bur in its Infancy ther, as unwaſh, 
and unſwadled, and in Perſecution ; bat now ſhe is grown 'np tox 
greater ſtature and power, and indowed with greater privilege, 

and that may be neceflary now, that was not neceſſary then ; afd 

laſt of all called themſelves the Clergie, which ſignifies the Heritage 

'of God, and fo excluded all others but chemſelves: And thele 

"things arecrveand certain, and have been made good by mai 

ſafferers for Chriſt; and this kind of Clergie or Heritage made . 

«the Heritage of God indeed, to fly into the Wilderneſs, who bad the 

' 7#nfallibleſpirit, aud the witneſſes to propheſie in ſackgloath , andthen Þ 

'CHMyftery Babylon began to fit a:Queen., and to gild her Cup , " - 
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" eo fill it full of abomination, and brought in Judaiſme and the 


Rr aQiſe of the A ſtles, and their own Invent1 S, and patched 
up an endleſs, kind of. worſhip and ſervice, conſiſting of ,out-fide 


+ things in a great part, in.poſtures. and gefures, and.meates and 


drinks, dayes and times, and veſtures and Bonnets, and 
Caps and Coules,and ſuch other like trumpery ; which they made 
the Nations drunk with, and greedy after: and if any (crupled 
at any of thoſe things, or any other, the Holy Catholick Church 
hath decreed it, and ſhe cannot erre, for ſhe is infallible : though 
the errors thereof cannot be numbered: and this R. E, thou: 
reſts ſatisfied in as thy only rule aud judge aud direQor, and thou 
hangs all thy faith here, and faith, thou ſhall not ſcruple tobe- 

lieve, what authority teacheth thee to be revealed by God, no 


- more then if thou heard God himſelf ſpeaking; I ſay unto. thee 


as the Apoſtle ſaid, the Serpeat hath beguiled thee, as it begui- 
led Eve: and further ſay, as the Prophet (aid, thou muſt ariſe 
and get. thee hence, for this is not the reſt, for thou wilt ſee thy 
ſelf plupged into ſuch a layborinth of uncertainties as thou never 

was befare, if the Lord ever openthyeye. -, ;.. 
And R. F. gives an account, that after his reading of ſome con- 
travertal Books, hath made ſome Collef&ions as to himſelf, and 
alſo declares, that all difſenting judgments grants there muſt be 
away and aruleappointed to teach us,. todefide all doubts, to 
judgeofall matters, and to teach us the true. way. to Heaven with 
certainty; but who this rule or judgeis, is not agreed upon by 
all; which he hath colle&ed into fqur beads; . Firſt, ſome ſets up 
the ſpirit to dire& them, and to be this means; Secondly,'ahother 
will have every mans own natural reaſon to be this rule and judg ; 
Thirdly, others will ſet up ſole Scripture ; and the: fourth aſ- 
fignes the Holy Catholick Church to be that Judge and Direer; 
Other then theſe, he faith, he never heard of any ; for hefaith, he 
always eſteemed the Dzakers Light to be either the Spirit, or 
Natural reaſon, (but which, R. E, doth not know ) andall the four 
before mentioned, he faith, he hath examined, and treateth large- 
ly, upon them all; wherein he goeth. about and giveth grounds 
and divers reaſon, and divers luterpretations of Scriptures; be 
layes waſt al the former three and..eſtabliſheth; as he thinks, the: 
fourth, as to be that way and rule, and, Judge, and governing po- 
wer to delide all doubts as that, whereby all are obliged to ſub- 
C mie 


[* | |/;_ mit-unto, as co Chrift himſelf; and: this was that queſtion which 
| Hhewasto oo isfa&ion in; and therefore he ſaith; he ceaſed to! 
enquire of their Do&rige, ar th 

| 
| 
| 


altogether upon this point before mentioned. 

;ſw. *Tis true, it is granted byafl, that there muſt be.a way 
anda rule as the means appointed of God, to anſwer a}l doubts, 
and to give fatisfation, ro every man, of the certaitity-of/ that- 
which he believes ;” and who this way and judge, and'rule is,every 
one ought to befarisfied'; and' the-four heads 'into which thou ' 
hath colle&ed the whole Controverfic of all diſſenting Judgments 
in Chriſtianity takes up the: whole as to this particular, which 
have ordinarily been holden forth'among Chriſtians. But I judge 
thoy dealt not wiſely in thy Inquiſition and ſearch for fatisfa&ion 
eo hingall on this pin, but rather to have examined further as con- 
cerning matter of Dofrine, an& matters of Faich held forch,moſt 
eſp.ccially of this Party to whom thou was ſo much incliqed; ard 
ſee how thou could have ſalſowed down that Do&rine bf Pur« 
gatory, and ſacrificefor the Nead, and Jyſtification' by. a: Man's 
own works, and of Breadand'Wine afterthe words of Conſecra- 
tion by the Prieft is Tranſijbftantiated: into the” very body and 
blood'sf Chriſt; and becomes. whole God'their Saviour and'Re- 
deemer ; 'fpr theſe are principal things, either greatly neceffary - 
eo Salvation, or greatly unneceffary; and when thou had _ ; 
and fonnd theſe to be fo repygnant unto the DoQtrine and faith, 
once deliveredampng' the Saints, in the: firſt! Plantation of 'the- 
Golpel,this mighthave puta ffop untq thee, that:thoir could'not 

_ Geafily, clofe with their judgment and* pretended infallibility, | 
who pretends. to be only guids, and” yet leads into' the greateſt 
errors in rhatters of greateſt moment, ' Bur as'to the four parti- 
cularsmentioned, 1 ſhall not fland to trouble either my (elf or the 
Readergas to [peak much what of that which is-no part of my faith 
of judgment, but only to vindicate; the truth againft the many 
falſe conceptions of changable men: And firft of all R. E, begins 
to treat of the ſpirit, and perverts the Scripture at his firſt on-ſet; ' ? 
and faith as touching the ſpirit bearing witneſs in ſecret with our fþi= 
rits, or as be ſaith im plainer terms, the private ſpirit; this ſaith RE. 
I confidered coufd. not be the means to convey faith unto the- 
World, nor the rule, guideor judge, which Ienquired after, nor | 
indeed the true ſpirit of God, which he promiſed to his Apoſtles. | 
| Secondly, FF 


is, or.thar article;of faith,and hang! 
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Secondly, Thoſe who A a, I tance do not believe God, 
but them(ſelyes only,atid cheir own perſwaſions, whichtell them 
they ibave the (piric of God, but'they can:giveino; other account, 
but'theyare verily perſwaded ſo, or noother anfirer., -buti am 
ſureitisthe ſpirit.of God,and Iam a good man,and ahoneft man, 
and 1 believe wy (et, but other reaſons or evidence canthey give 
none. Thirdly, This pretending of a private -ſpizit is againft 


2 Pet.1. 0, Thatnopropheſierof (Scripture is-of \priuate interpret ation. 


 H2/#9. : This Man beats all together beſide che Anvil;awhatever 
the matter is, but thatthe is blinded and-confoundecin himfef;he 
ſets but up a ſhadow, and then fights wich it 3 for niſtead of pro- 
ving the Spirit of God not to be a-competent: rule, judge and 
guide, and inſtrucker in 21] matters of Faith-neceflaryto'Salyation; 
he goes about to prove a'private ſpirit, a pretendetHpirit; a[pirir 
of error is nota {ufficient;guide and Judge | and inthishebghes 
without an adverſary, arid fills the wortd with-noiſe and darkneſs, 
and the air with (moak, and-would cloud peoples -underftindings 
with multitudes of words that tend not to edification, 'with a 
quareling wrangling ſpigit, which is notfor peace;buriiſee he hath 
delighted in-contencion,and ſported it (elf in varience;atid like the 
ſon of the bond-waman, his hand-againſt every-man. Secoridly, T 
wander why R. E:quotes ſo mach Scripture as for the provfe-of 
his matter in hand, ſeeing thar it is one of his great pleas, (that -it 
is 4nſufficient as to be a: rnle, or a guide, ora judgeasto anfwer 
any doubts, argive any ſatisfa&ory ſohitionto him that is enqui- 
ring z and ſeeing he hath given in ſo many reaſons againſt3t; as 
inſufficient, and as much as in him lay co invaluedate andfer it ac 
nolight, and hath Jaboured to ſet it at oddes, and to make contra> 
ditions in it, as to render it inſufficient for matter of pro» 
bation in any thing, whichis in controverſie, or how he can judge, 
that others - ſhould receive them}, and his ſometimes falſe 
rendering. of them , . or his own interpretations upon them, 
ſeeing he denies them' as uncertain, as they are tranſlated 
andinſufficient, and not fic to bea rule; and whothis men hath 
converſed with I know not,that ſhould ever affirm a private ſpirit 
or: their own {pirics eo be a ſufficient rule or guide to walk by, 


BS ſich Idenyand leave them and thee, £0 qiarel together abour 
_ | yourimaginations-and rhoughts, 2nd Conceptions,or elſe the con- 
1 ceptions of other men who are #s uncertain ind fallible as the 
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ficſt, and ſhall aſſert the ſufficiency of the ſpirit of God teaching, 
ruling, guiding and judging all crae Chriſtian men in that vertain, 
everlaſting, infalliblecruth, which is neceſlary and fatisfaQion to 


the ſouls of all chem that do: believe in-it, and ſhall deny all the _ 


retenders to it, who run into heaps and heads, and quarels, and 
Rohes one with another about ſhadows, and can give no other ae- 
count or manifeſtation ; then, 1 am ſure have theſpirit of God, 
and. ought to be believed, and'Iam a good man, and the like, 
which chou ſaith thou could never receive any other evidence or 


teſtimony, and what though many have pretended to the ſpirit, - 


and the guidance thereof , and inthe mean while have brought 
forth the fruits of the fleſh and their own imaginary falſe concep- 
tions, and hath put on confidence enough toſay fo, as thou thy 
ſelf it may be hath had a ſhare in, in times paſt, ſhall this make the 
Spirit of God inſufficient and uncertain in its teachings tothem 
that believeinit, and have received and bring forth the fruits of 
it, and havethe deeds of the fleſh mortified by it,God forbid, 
Thirdly, Why haſt thou perverted the Scripture, as I ſaid at 
the firſtonſet, Row: 8. 16. The Spirit it ſelf bears witneſs with owr 
firits that we are the Children of God ; and this thou hath pur in, 
io a diſtin& Character to be taken. noticeof, as though it were 
Scripture, and renders it thus, the Spirit being witneſs in ſecret with 
our ſpirits, or in plainer termes the private ſpirit : Thou muſt repent 


of this, and take heed how thou calls the ſpirit of God a private _ 


ſpirit, for it was that prblick, pirit which manifeſted ic ſelf among 
all the Patriarks and Prophets,and by which they ſpoke forth the word; 
and mind of God unto the people, and prophefied of things to come zand 
through it alone is the deep and weighty things of. God revealed; 
and was and u the only way and means by which Chriſt promiſed after 
his Afcenfion to lead,. guide, inftruft and comfort bis Diſciples int all 
truth,aud that it ſhould bring to their memory whatſoever be had ſpokgn, 
& that they were to be without care or thought, for through it theF ather 
ſhould give themwhat to ſpeak and what to anſwer before Rulers and 
Comncilr for bie Names ſake, And here the ſufficiency of it is pro» 
ved to any reaſonable man who hath the leaſt ſavour or diſcerning 
of the things of God, and this is that publick firitby which the 
Apoſtles publiſhed the Everlaſting Goſpel 


and this is a private, twyning, creeping ſpiric. of thine, who hath. 


of peace,and which Chriſt - 
the-head of. the Body, big Chwrcb ) had received without meaſure; | 
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been loſtin thy own imaginations,and following thy own for ward 
raſhſpirit, and hath found no- certainty in thy (elf of Gods ſpiric 
toſftay thy mind upon, nor no patience to wait uponit, butrea- - 
ching 8&graſpingatthingsinthydark mind,8&laft ofall hath broughe 
inthyverdi& for the devil againſt the ſufhciency of the holy ſpirit of 
God,irs gaidanceamongft bis people inthe later days;8& that is thy 
fond conception as to ſay, that the Spirit of God is expreſsly ax 
inſt the 2. of Pet. 13 20,. which thou calls a private ſpiric all a- 

: "ths true no propbefie;'of Seripture is of private I —_ 

but the holy Men of Gog fpokg-itsforth as they were moved by the boly 
firit, which was publick; and converſant among them , with them 
and in them; and-they:that have it, can: receive them as they are 
written, and can read them, and underſtand them as they were 


| ſpoken, and doth ſee the. intent of the Holy Ghoſt in ſo ſpeaking 


unco different. ſtates: and conditions, notwithſtanding the many 
Copies thou tells on, and. dzverfions. and different tranſlations 
which thou would makea great Moutitain on, and raiſe it up ſo 
high to make the Scripture uncertain and low , asnot fit to be ta- 
ken notice on, as to anſwer any debt, or to be any rule or guide, 
or atty example or prefident for any thing that I can perceive by the 
bake 4 of thy Spirit, which inthe truth is fathomed and compre-- 
hended, though it is as uncertain as the way of a Serpent upon a 
Rock, yet they that have. the ſpirit of God ſees beyond all, and 
hath unity with the words and minds of the Spiric of God, not- 
withſtanding the many corruptions and defetts in tranſlations, and” 
the many foul hands it hath paſſed through, i © 6 
Fourthly, The ſpirit of Chriſtis the gift of 'God; which he 
giveth unto all chat wait for his appearance, and his Sheep have 
it, and they that are Chrifts: have it, for they #hat bave not the- 
/ why of Chrift is none of bis, and it is that whichis every way ſuf-- 
jent (and no way inſufficient) and it is every way ſufficient to 
lead _ ara” wy es home wn Jonny and to con 
wnce the Iorld of. fin, of righteauſneſs, and of judgment : again, it" 
is that which Chriſt ———__ for * icelion Sd with- 
them when they healed the Sick, and caſt out Devils, and which 
was- in them to conſolate them and comfort them in the midſtvf 
Mition;. as it did Peter and Fobn;and madethem bold who were: 


i et Hiterate Men, and had not that {ufficiency,; which many looks: 


{ upon: 


| _ — 
11% upon now they have, to wit natural Tongues and Lan "I | 
je uppoſulfcient ia them, to give: them wiſedome to ps, 99-7. 
things. of the Kingdome of God, 4o the (alvation-of many-that 
did-beljeve through their words, it was ſufficient eo. comfort 
Paul #414 Silas when they were ſhut an the inner Room, and their Fin 
faſt in the Stocks, whenthere was npautgardcanſeef' joy but-rat 
ther of ſorrow, yet they were:made to.fing and 'rejoyce becauſe 
of the- preat-comfort andjoy that che ſpirit of filled /theit 
hearts with again, .ic wasdufficient inthe: wihtiof: preat-conflih 
and tribulations which Pawl and\the; reftfuffered For the Gofpet 
ſoks and for Chriſts ſake, and yet us ſuffering did abound'/it was ſuf 
ficient co make conſolation to ſuperabound,' "tobillencerhe Giffetihs | 
and comakeireatie. il oO on IP, 
_ Fiſfehly, Ic is chat everlaſting Covenanc, which the Lord pro/ 
-miſed by: the moiith of his. Prophets-in former” dayes, thar 'he 
would fulfill: in che latter dayes-or after cimes; that þe+ would 
write bis Law intheir hearts and put bis ſpirit in their inwarttparts; 
aud that they ſhould not teach every Man bis neighbour, ſaying, know 
- the Lord, far they. ſpall all know me from be leaft to the greateſt - aid 
ag3in in another place, 7 will power upon them tbe ſpivid\ of prayer'y 


and. ſupplication, and they ſhall ſee bim whom they have pierced, && - 

and again, 7 will. pour out-amy ſpirit wpon all fleſh, aud wy Sons and-, 

my Daughters ſhall propheſie, &c, and this was'fulfilled at Pertecoſh 

in Feryſolem, when the ae met-together, and the promiſe of - 
b 


the Father:came to befulfilled, and the Unbelievers ſaid chey were 
filled with new Wine, and the Lord: hath a -care- of his peo 6 
.through;ages, and bath-nor lefe them comfortleſs, nor withour © 
.a guide, and a certainand a ſyre one too; which ſpirit is manifeſt ; 
atnong fame Neneconforwiſtr, whom 'thou takes liberty toicalt 
Sets, and the ſufficiency.of it is witneffed(praiſed be the Lord)" 
in our Aſſemblies,” both as to convince, to- convert; to ſave; 
judge, 'to guide, to inſtruft, ro comfort ; andis 'that 'alohe it | 
which. ail true Chriſtian men carr worſhip God, #11 the filentr of all | 
Feſh, and fleſhly motions and thoughts, e's that, that giveth aft _ 
rance alſo, of accepratian. with God, and is that ' which maker > 
the Prayers of the Sgints as fiveet inſence inthe Noftrilrof the Lolly '' 
it 1sthat which —_— oye Butrer, dj © 
as :Hony; or Gucer Oyie;-who-fpeakes by it, chrough'it;\adl i 
from. ©, whereby the hearts of many hath been pricked, Fer bs, = þ 
| | thougor 


%. 
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YN :biongbts of many bearts\ bath been revealed  andenany, 
foreid wilh' 19 ans, and filled with pacre lowe,; fromehe:ſenfible 
ftelitig, of "be ſnffiviency: of its power, oppenating: in ibeimward\Mun,, 
evenas when: the harveſt had been gatheredin,: and the Prefi beers 
fall of Grapes; atid che Futres had over-flowen with abundunoe;; 
that they conld haverejoyoed-and ſungand danced for joy; as 
' even David did; when che Ark: of God was. br from 
the Houſe of Obe#-Edomand placed itv Feryſaltoe,whenDavid:dan- 


Gy for the certainty, ſufficiency and all-(ufticiency: of this 
ſpirie of God; 'Imighs fill 'my-monels withy , and' 
- might fail me in ſpeech;, to {þeak. of-the-excellency, certainty: 
_ ndinfallibility thereof, againſtalloppoſers and quaretſers: Ina 
word it is that alone'meanes; (through which God conveys eter- 
tal life to all man kind, and'it is. that rule by which all the Sons of 
God were led, Rom. $. 14. Itis that only ſure Guide, Judge, Way, 
Rule, in which thereis certaintyand aſſurance of thelove of God: 
to Mankind; it is that by which the-deeds of the fleſhare morei. 
fed, and Mengquickpedand enlivened: unto God intheir hearts, in; 


cedforjoy, and allIrael- was Hiledwith gladneſsz what might I | 
Hoy 
time 


| 

\ JN whick the Saints are accepted, by which they are regenerated, and' 
| $ through which they become Heires of _—_ ; ra—— at I 
If ſay bat this, let'all fleſh beconfounded before it, and!all deceir: 
E* top 1es mouth, andall the ſons of Menibow:before it, all'Coyncils 
{ad Churches, all Rulers andDlders, aft Reafonand Compretien-: 
Ty on, al Words'and Writing of Men; : and. holy Men,_yea of the: 
4. | Scriptures of truth, it-gave/themal! abeing, itiwas, icis,/arrd/is to. 
oy gone, and wilt remain when all-vitible- thingsarepaſt away, icis 
| + if that by which God will plead with all fleſt, and bring 2 C Tg 
| ad make thehills to melt; and make ali:a plain before Hiny theres. 
} Fe makeroom, make room, makewayye potſheards,andceafe 
y ape contending and babling, and bow to ic, and learniof it in) 
F Jour liearts, (which R. E. likeanignorant man calls a rivate (pi-. 
3, | that your ſoulsmay be ſavedinche day of the lord, andyou' 
37 '- Jawa his wrath - which-is'co come-againſtall relifiers 
# | | Sixthly, Your Catholick Church, falſely ſo called, who tracks 
& ton the ſpirit, che-infallible Gaide, (though you- mucts. 
e i Baltof it) both in dodrine and praiſe abundantly z/ inforucts: 
S:: | _ that 
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our 
courſe'to arive at another Haven, then the Apoſtles-and all the 
primitive Chriſtians attained unto; to wit everlaſting Happineſs. 
axd reſt for their ſouls, and acceptation with God in their perfor-, 
mances and ſacrifices, which they offered unto himin the ſpirit, 
of which they and all that believe init, and have received it, re»; . 
ceivedperfe& affurancein their hearts, by the immediate ſpirit of; 
God; and likewiſethe Proteſtants in general, iwherher Luthering. 
or Calvins,or other Sets known by denomination, are of ſo nar«: 
row and a pinching ffirit, as that you would pinch and ſhutvup the 
univerſal love of God urito all Mankind, into a arrow corner ; and, 
monopaliſe the free grace of God that; hath appeared coall Men, 
thac teaches all men that receives it, to deny. all Herefie, falſhood, 
opinionsand humours, prirate ſpirits, and ſpirits of error, which 
leadeth from all theſe, and is ſufficient tolead out of all ungodlis. 
neſs and worldly lufts, and to do that which is acceptable in the 
fight of God, and this all ſets, ( firce the Woman cloatbed with the. 
Sun fledinto the Wilderneſs, viz. the true Church ;) and all parties, 
hath laid claim to, and excluded all others that were not of their) 
opinion, as from having any ſhare in it, as chAigh it were given. 
only to ſuch a company of men that ſucceeded the Apoſtles , and. 
by arts and parts, and natural Language inthe courſe and term of, 
years, and atſuch and ſuch places, as the Apoſtles were ſometime 
converſant at, and other ſes belides you , who have kept more. 
nearer jn:Conformity, in Do&rine and Worſhip, andungo the 
Apoſtles then you have done; they have laid claim to'the ſpirit of 
God, and to the free Grace'of God ,- Qnly extending ir ſelf to 
them under ſuch a quallification;as though the Spirit of God, and .- 
free and aving Grace of God, , had come by Generation, or by. 
ſucceſſion, or becauſe of ſuch, and ſuch a quallification or confors 
formity in outward practice as L ſaid, :as though the free Graceof 
God and the infallible Spirit of God, had been givento you, and 
had been bequeathed and intailed to you, or any. of you, nader 
ſuch and ſuch a denomination , and becauſe inhabiting at ſuchs 
place, and thus you would limit the holy one of [rael,and to ſts 
the wind to blow whereit lifteth, and circumſcribe the infallins 
wweans which God. bath given unto all Mankind for a dire&ionand i 
agxide,. arule, anda judge, and pinchit upintoa narrow corney, | . 
and yet ſhut up all under condemnation, who do not belive, | 
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yet exclude all but your ſelves, trom the ſufficient meanes and 

guide, and way 3 whereby they may believe: away, away, with 

this narrow, partial, pinching ſpirit; for God will not be lhmited, 
neither can be, either to Men, time, or place; but as they keep 
in Covenant with him, and keeps their firſt love and integrity, 

Fig in the certain truth revealed inthe firſt publication of the Goſpel ; 

) which the Roman Chwrch above all other hath wonderfully apcſta- 

. tiſed from, eſpecially in this one thing, which fhe can never clear 
her ſelf of; to wit Perſecution, in taking away the lives of many, 
under the name of Hereticks, and ſuppoſe any had been ſo, as 
doubtleſs there are ſuch; yet wenever read, that it was Chriſt 
or the Apoſtles way #0 kill them and deſtroy them, but on the con- 
trary denyed them, and warned others to beware of them, and 
to have no fellowſhip with them, and (o left them to the World, 
neither that they exhorted or ftired up, either Kings or Princes 
to take away the lives of any, who did believe or not believe 
what as they declared to be truth; but on the contrary, when 
the Diſciples in the days of their infancy would have commanded - 

' fire 10 have come down from Heaven ( «« did Elias) Chrift rebuked them 
and told thems they knew not what ſpirit they were of ; andagain love 
your enemies, and do good to them that bate you : How your Catho- 

. lick Church hath kept this precept 1 leave all Nations to judge, 
where your power bath been known ; ſuppoſe real Schiſmaticks 
and Hereticks as ſome ſuch there hath been in the world, how you 
have done good to them, and how you have loved them is mani- 
feſt, excepc you judge that ſhuting chem up in Priſons, racking, 
tortering, and cruel torments, and at laſt of all death, was in love 

'* tothem, and in doing good to them, which methinks any reaſon» 
able man ſhould bluſh and be aſhamed to think or ſay, #. 

But an old Plea comes to my mind, which ſome of the mem- 
bers of the Church of Rome hath alledged to me inthe days of my 
youth, when I was converſant with them, and among them, in 2 
friendly, neighbourly, and ſober diſcourſe, of things of this na- 
ture before-mentioned ; it was faid ynto me, the Roman Catho- 
lick Church is that Church whereby Chriſtianity hath been con- 
veyed toall Nations , and the great Oraecles thereof delivered 
unto us,and the Scriptures alſo came from us, by which you know 

| the Myſteries of the Kingdom of God, and the knowledg thereof 
ame unto all, and all her Children ought to beſubje& unto her, 

| D as 
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\2-2/ ax the true mother that brought them all forth , and if any wene 


aſtray either into Herefie, or Schiſme, which mighe not only hure 
chemſelves,bur alſoothers; onght'not the Mother in natara} love 
tether Children to corre them, and ought not they to bear her 
corre&ion, and ſubmit unto it; and hath not ſhe power to cor- 
re& her Chilggen when they go aſtray ? unto which is anſwered, 
Chriftianicy that which is truly ſuch, and them whom God will 
owntobe Chriſtiatis was diſperſed through the Nations by the 
power of God ; and we ſay, that the Church of Rome hath be- 
gotten Chriſtendom into that mould and frame into which they 
arenow caſt, more by force and awe then any ſound Dodrine; 
and as for the Scriptures coming from her, that we deny ; We 
know they came from the Apoſtles, and from the Primitive 
Chriſtians, accordimg to the will of God, and have been preſerved 
to this day,though through many polluted hands they have come; 
and we know how much your rage was kindled,that eyer it ſhould 
be Tranſlated into the Engliſh Tongue, and many felt the effe&t of 
it to the loſs of their Lives, asI hope many in Eng/znd doth well 
conſider : Bur ſuppoſe a*true Mother have' many Children, and 
ſuppoſe ſome do (werve and go aſtray from her precepts, and un- 
der pretence of corre&ing of them the ſhut them up in Goals,aud 
naſty holes, and affli&t chem with fundry* kind of corments, and 
at /aft of all kill them and deſtroy them; what Lent will be 
given by reaſonable Men of ſuch a Mother, but this, that ſhe is be- 
come unnatural'and cruel, and hard hearted, and degenerated 
from the nature of a loving and tender Mother, and deſerves not 
to haveor ever to have had any Children ; and ſich,a kind of Mo- 
- ther hath your Church been, co all chat have diffented from her ; 
that i may ſay of her as theProphet Feremiab faid, (eſpecially in 
theſe Jatter ages) the Sea Monſters and Dragons of the Wilderneſs 
draw out their breaſts to feed their young ones, but the daughter of my 
eople is become cruel. 

- Seventhly and laſtly, We know that God willeth that all Men 
ſhould be faved, and come to the knowledg of the truth, and 
hath given that,. and doth give that unto 'every man that is cone 
intothe World, whereby every mat! that doth receive it is cap- 
able of fulfilling the will of God, and this gift comes not by the 


will of Man, nor is received in the will of Man, but inits own will 


evenin the will of the giver, and this free gift of God is the free and |. 
Javing }- 


Sh 


2 
' ſaving Grace of God which bath So wnto all Men; to wit,every 
man that is come into the World, which #eaches all the Saints, and 
would teach all infidels to deny .ampodllineſ;, and worldlyluſts;, anid 
to live godly and righteouſly,and Joberly invbix preſent evil world; Hows 
beit all are not ſo taught, becauſe they heed it not; anil becauſe 
they receive it not, and ſo they' make the free gift of God of no 
effect, (4s tolife to them ) but it is their condemnation ; yet how« 
ever herein appears the equal, mercifuland univerſal-loye of God; 
who is no reſpe&er of perſons, but hath diſttibrved # meaſure of 
this unto all rothe intent that they might ' have power to-falkill 
his will, and keep his Statutes, and (o the fault is not in God'but 
in them, who {light and diſpiſe his gift, and fo, condemnaticn is 
juſt of every one that doth not believe, and is of himſelf, and 
this reprehends- that falſe; erronious, narrow,' pinching fpirit, 
which/would ſhut it up ina corner; and tye it to-one ſort: of: Men; 
or Se&, or opinion, and the maſters thereof would afſume it ts 
themſelves, as though the Spirit of God and Grace of God were 
only among them,and muſt be conveyed from them,to other peo- 
ple before they have it, and the diretion- and guide of every 
man.tuuſt be ſought from their mouths;, as thoughr God had not 
grver a meaſure of this! Spirit unto every man to profit withal;' undto 
beled and taught, and guided by ir: into alltruth; out of error; 
according to Chriſts premiſe, arid according to the Lords promiſe 
inthe days of old; that though his people might eat the bread of 
adverſity, ani drimk.the water off affsfiton, : yed thiir teacher ſhould not 
be' removed inlo a: corner 5 arid from: this quieking;enlightening ens 
| livening(pirit of God;the Saintsof:God,atid Miniſters of Chriſt 
in the Primitive times received power and authority to: ropagate 
Righteouſneſs, cabs! "4 deceit, 'and the myſteryof- Iniquity, 
where ever itappeared;' andinthis their ability tood:;: for they. 
were made able and fit Minifldys by it;noB of the Lutten, nor of : Mens 
tha ps; nor of fovlittyfofiperies, which hatlbeerineroduced 
fince; md'ſhifledin among 'Chtiftians under the name of pdwe# 
_ andauthority of the holy Church-; andthe Church of God thae 
had received this ſpirit walked in ic, and broaght forth the fruies 
of it, whereby they were a good ſavourin the noftrilyof che Lerd, 
and by which they” adorned the Gofptl bf our Lord Feſlt Chiift,/iby a 
holy Converſation,” which did tranifeft themtobe of God, wnd con- 
vince and ſtop the mouths of 'gain-ſayets:' And thus we are bold 
| D 2 to 
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of God which is given a meaſure of 3 
$9 every mz, and more fulneſs of it to them that believe, that it is 
the ru/e,and the way,and the means, whereby all chea&tions,w 
and works of all Men are weighed, tryed, meaſured, and judged, 
and Objedions anſwered, andis che alone Judge of all matters, and 
anſwerer of all dobts,and giveth only true and perfe& ſatisf:tion ; 
and therefore R.E. may bluſh and be aſhamed to ever publilh ſach 
a Chingabroadin the World, as to ſay, that the Spirit of God is 
nota {ufficient direRer, teacher and Judge, bur calls it a private 
ſpirie, opinion,bumour and fancy ; to make the eyes of them blind 
who wait for its appearance, only to truſt to Men who pleads an- 
tiquity and power, without verity: And further he goes 6n and 
ſayes in 22th, page of his ſaid Epiſtle, There is neither Few, Twrk,, 
Pagan,or Chriſtian but he may put on confideuce enough,atticming 
that he istaught by the (piric of God, many of all ſorts doth this 
and yet teach cqntradifions ; and further faith, that it hath no 
effetam em who pretend to it, aud that they can no more 
ſatisfic another, that they are guided by the ſpirit of truth then 
many who arecaft into Bedlam. | 

Anſw. *Tis true,many are conkdent and impudent enough, but 
confidence without ground, and impudence proves but lictle, aad 
he chat Gaich he is a: Few and is not,bur of the Synagogue of Satan 
will ſoon be found out by his Dofrine and fruits,and he that faith 
he is a Chriftian and led by the Spirit , and keeps nor the com- 
mands of Chriſt, neither brings forth the fruics of che (pirie, is 
ſoendiſcovered to be a deceiver, and deceived, and ſuch are like 
to teach contradi@ions, bur all ſuch are denyed,ſhat our with the 
ſpiric of cruth, but them that have the ſpirit of God., witneſs a 
bleſſed effe& among them, for they are turned from Satans power 
wrto God, and doth witneſs remifion of fin and reconciliation with 
God, andare not at differeace, but at unity one with another, and 
ave brought out af the obſtinate and perverle eſtate which all pre- 
eenders are in, and as for contradifions they are more to be (een 
iathe Church of Rome then many wheres elſe; they who are but 
pleaſed and hath leiſure to view over the Decrees and Conftitutions 
of ſeveral Popes and Corncils, fince he was elevated to be Univer- 
fal Biſhop over all Chriſtian Churches, by that heathen and ccuel 
Emperozr Phocws, who flew his Maſter M2xritiws to obtain the | 
Empire, he did gratifie the Pope {o far that he mighc be cryed up 

; as 


' us Emperour, as that he ſhould be Vniverſal Biſhop, and this pro« - 


ved a better plea for the Pope (becauſe che Emperour had power 
to defend him,and to compel! all to receive. his Decrees) then that 
he was Peters Succeſſor; I ſay who will bur look into the Confti- 
cutions and Decrees ſhall find ſuch ſering up and throwing down, 
and ſuch decreeing, and ſuch diſanulling,as twenty ſuch Champions 
25 Robert Everard will never be able co free his Catholick Church 
from contradi&ions, although he is very forward to charge 0- 
ethers , though he isbur a new Convert, but lethim not boaſt 
till be have put off hisarmour, and ic is that mad Bed/2m ſpirit of 
thine char ſaith, that among all the Nonconformiſts there is noone 
that can ſatisfie another, that he hath che ſpirit of God; I tell 
thee yes, there are thouſands ſatisfied in one anotber that they have 
the ſpirit of God, beſides he that hath it can (peak to the witneſs 
of Godin another which ſhall teſtifie the ſame, and moreover their 
works and fruits ſhall and doth manifeſt unto others, that they are 
born »f the ſpirit, becauſe the fruits of it are ſeen, as they are ma= 
nifeſt to be born of God that do the works of God ; and thou muſt 
firſt know the ſpirit of God in thy (elf (if ever thou look for it 
there, and not bang al together upon others belief as thou doth 
upon thy Carholick Church) before thou can know it.in another, 
and ficft be convinced by it and judged by ir, for thy ill deeds and 
ill thoughts and hypoccifie, and time-ſerving, and flattery, and 
men pleaſing, before thou can be convinced of others Righteouſ- 
neſs,andalſo be convinced of the wnbelief of thy own heart before 
thou can believe others ; but thou hath been (o bufie abroad in 

uareling and contending about words and names, and empty 
lhews without ſubſtance and life, that thy mind is all over grown 


with thorns and briers, (crawling and ſcratching, and entangling 


thy (elf and others; ſo that, that which ſhould ſavour the things 
of God is over grown in theſe, and its buried, and to them that 
arelike beaths in a deſart, knows not when good comes, neither 


doth know what they enjoy that dwell in the fat YVallies, and the 


Phariſees had ſuch unbelieving hearts, though Chriſt was the ex- 
reſs Image of God, and did the works that never man did , yer 
ing wichout faith and without reaſon, they (aid, he was a Blaſ- 
bemer, andall his works was done by Belzebb, and would never 
convinced that any thing he did was of God, and that (piric is 
near thee which would repreſent the fruics of the Spirit to be 
delafion, 


| \>b - delufion,and them that bring them forth like them in Bedlam and 


what thongh T; dy rr els coy rr and the falſe Chriftians 
do pretend to the ſpirit and griidance by it , afd yet bring forth 
the ftthirs of the'fleſh, doth this wake the ſpirit of God void? 'or 
the certainty of ic to them that believe,or do, make their fruits of 
none effe&, God forbid, thy ignorance is manifeſt; but here thou 
ceaſes nor, thy tongue being thy own, and thou being at liberty, 
and ſpeaks thy own words, which in the end ſhall become thy 
burden. | | | JL 2 biþ 
Thou vaponrs and'vaunts over them, to wit all the Nontonfor- 
. miſts, and faith,what can you ſay for your ſelves any of you,which 
theſe Emtbyſfiaſts who have gone before you to maintain their er- 
rors, but the rule and judge, and then thou concludes that which 
God hath appointed tobe ruleand judge to all the world, -and 
capable of being known and heard by all, and cangot contradi& it 
(elf, nor muſt be contradifed by any, under pain of damnation ; 
if you cannot ſhew it to have been your rule you oughe to lay afide 
your folly, as deſtrutive to humane ſociety, and them that hath 
pretended the ſpirit, the ſtrongeſt party, and ſword, 1ipon the. 
vote will prove itſelf the moſt convincing ſpiric,' and force the 
weaker ſpirits to ſubmit orcry, for, thou concludes the Noncar- 
formiſtc have nq other Teſtimony to try your contradifing ſpirits 
in matters of greateſt moment, but force and (ſucceſs, if you have 
I pray you inform me what itis. _ FS 
Anſ. If the wind had not turned into another door,divers Noxcon- 
formiſts believes we ſhould have had atiother fong from thee, if 
time had but favoured thee '(o far as to; have granted thee the pri- 
vilegeof thy Troop co be Captain, which name thou holds up yer 
1'th prideof thy heart, though thou have loſt thy force, ſucceſs, 
and pay, which was the greateſt plea when time was with thee, 
and nor long fince too, which makes thee mealute every Man's 
foot by thy Laſt, and thou. might have received, information be- 
fore thou had made a conchitheh. had been the part of a wiſe man, 
before thou had ſet thy (elf as Judge over all thy former fellow- 
ſhips, which thou fainedly pretends fo great love to; and before 
thou had diſcovered their nakednel; (if it be nakedneſs) toall the 
world in ſuch a publick inſulting ,bravado as this, like Goliah of 
Gath, and as for what ſome Nonconformiftt.both to the Church of 
Rome, and to the Church of England too, which thou creeping and 
Jneakzngly 


_- 


| if oh E » Wh 
fneakingly flatters, and faith its eſtablithed, and therefore thouwill. 


not meddle, chon might have faid, dare nit, for thy (pititis well 
enough ſeen by them, only to have the pirit of aſſave, and not a 
free member of the true Church cf God,and its no part of vertze, 


nor honoxr, for thee to inſult and glory over them, who are in ſwf- 


fering and adverſity,when as thou dare not meddle with them who 


are as contrary to thee as the former, this is but the-(pigit:of a. 


Coward, and is ignoble and baſe, and ever ſo.to be accoutted by all 
the Children of Light ; who dare put all to venture which they 
doenjoy on this fide of Immortality , and to ſuffer the loſs of all 
viſible things for their Teſtimony, and the eruth which they be- 
lieve, and for bearing witnels againſt that, which is contrary unto 
their faith, as did the valiant Primitive Chriſtians of old,and that 
which ſome Nonconformiſts can ſay, is more then.thou can believe, 
although demonſtrated in the evidence of the ſpirit of God, with 
ſound reaſ9n, and evident example from the Scriptures of truth, 
and though thou and thy former fellowſhips then, and thy new 
fellowſhips now, have made this vapour, which for ought I know 
might lay your hands upon your mouths,all confidering what con= 
tradiGory Dofrines and fruits hath been brought forth ſince the 
night of Apoſtacy entered in, and all the World wondered after the 
Beaſt; ſome hath this co ſay, he that pretends to the Spirit, and 
the thing cometh not-to pals that they ſpeak or prophelie tec him 
be accounited a falſe Prophet ; again, they that pretend guidance 
of the ſpirit as ſome formerly have done, and yet bring forth the 
fruits of the fleſhas variance,hatred,emulation, (trife,contention, 


herefie, falſe DoQrine, perſecution, force and violence, let them - 


be counted (as truly they are) deceivers and deluders , which have 


gone out 'into theworld, and deceived a.great part of Mankind; 
of which Rome hath not had the leaft ſhare,clear it-when thou can; . 
Moreover, he that pretends to have the ſpirit of God and layes. 

down another foundation to bxi/d upon, in matter of Faith, in - 


matter of Rwle, in matter of Fudgment, in matter of | Dofrine, 
then that which the Lord of Lifeand Glory hath laid down, he 
is a Decerver, and an Antichriſft'; but R, E. hath laid dowy another 


rule, another 'way, another Judge, another foundationfor Faith, 
and let himſelf make'the Conclufion if he once dare joyneto true. 


og; other Foundation can none lay tben that which is-already 


1d, to wit, Chriſt Feſis, the Foundation of the Prophets and "_ 
| ond 


— 


| bare footand bare leg,with bis Wife and Child twoor three days } 


| | | i —_— = 
ard of the Charch of God , blk they wereall builded up as a 
boly Habitation for God to dwell inthrough the ſpirit:Again,the 
Apoſtle faith, All Judgment is committed to the Son both in Heaven 


and Earth; and again he ſaith himſelf, Tam the Way, the Truth,and 


the Life, and none can come to the Father but by me; and again, the 
Spirit of Truth ſhall lead and dirc his Diſciples into all ruth; and 
feajethunto them their Juſtification, Redemption and Salvation : 
Ard this R. E. would lay all waſt and void; and why 2? becauſe 
matiy hath pretended to it, and hath fallen ſhort; therefore all 
the aforeſaid things muſt belaid afide as uncertain , and not to be 
truſted unto; and acertain ſort of Men called the. Apoſtles Suc- 
ceffors who have fought their gainand worldly Intereſt, and to 


_ enlarge their Dominions, and to make themſelves Lords over 


Mens faith, and over Mens Conſciences, whatſoever they ſay 
though never fo contradifory to the Primitive DoArine,deliver- | 
ed in Chriſtand the Apoſtles ors , yet all muſt be received upon 

pain of Damnation, as R, E. faith; and this he calls che Vittble 
Church, and the infallible Judge, and Rule, and DireQer, and 
hath laid waſt the Officeof Chriſt, and turned the ſpirit 'out of 
doors, and made it ineffe&ual, and would perſwade all others to 
look to this from the true Foundation, and fo is a Decezver and an 
Antichriſt, Again, we havethis to (ay, he that teachesa contrary 
Defrine then that which was once delivered unto the Saints is a - 
Deceiver and deceived (and this was Chriſts DoArine oncedeliver- 
ud unto the Saints) Swear not at all, and love your enemies, pray for 
them that perſecute you, do good to them that hate you: And many 


more precepts which this vilibleGuide,to wit,the Roman Church 


holds not, but hath made void; Firft ic teacheth its Members to 


ſwear, and again gives abſolutions toremit them of their Oath if 


ſhe think fir, and both muſt be reckoned infallible, and them that 
are your enemies inſtead of praying for them, you curſe them ; 
and inftead of doing good to them, you hate them, and ſtirs up. 
all your ftrengch againft them to deſtroy them, inſtead of con- 
vincing of them in love and ſound judgment ; Inſtance the days 
of King Fobn, and divers other Princes, which felt your fury and F 
wrath ; and alſo Frederick, the Emperoxr after he was InterdiCt 

was made to go to Rome to before the Popes Palace, and to ſtand F * 


in Winter,. waiting for Peters Succeſſor, his Abſolution: Bur it} 
| may” 


not-you when you have been the ſtrongeſt party, made force, vio- 
lence and-ſucceſs your greatei engine and plea: to plead withall 
Nations, and whatſoever people that diſſented ſrom you eirber 
in-matter or farm ; inſtance Germany, Bohemia, Moravia, and 


_ divers other Kingdams and Provinces; belides the Indians in 


Americs, which you deſtroyed chiefly for their Gold and Trea- 
ſure under this (preteiice,:that they were Infidels, and forced a 
faich upon ſomez..and a belief by the violence of your cruelty and 
ſwords, which made the Noble Man of India ſay, he had rather 


goto Hell with che Infidels of America, as you called them, then 


to Heaven with the Spaniards, ſo cruel a people,members of your 
Cathoſick Church, what might I ſpeak of the King of Caftile a- 
gainſt-the-poor CHoors of Grandia, who were put to cruel tor- 


ments by force and violence, which is a reproach upon this ſort. 


of Chriſtianity unto this day, and what perſecution was raiſed a- 
gainſt thePeddamountChriſtiaus,by the force of this nao nudge 
fal{ly ſo called ; and what Maflacres in France, and alſo in Ireland 
in latter years, propagated by the Popes Nancio, a chief Embaſſa- 
dour from the Roman Sea, to carry on that deſign to root out the 
Hereticks, what deftruftion of people, in a moſt barbarous, inhu- 
mane, prepoſterous and prodigeous cruelty, ſome killed in the 
their beds, ſome knocked in the head like Oxen, ſome ſtripped 
naked in cold winter and bereaved of all their enjoyinents, and 
drivenas ſheep naked tothe ſhambles, and at laſt driven by ſcores 
into Lakes and Rivers, and drowned, ſome burned alive in their 
Houſes, ſome tender women ſtrangled in Childbed, and their ten- 
der Infants taken from their Mothers breaſts and toſſed upon 
Spears points; and to my knowledg licenſe and pardons given 
and {ent from Rome to divers of their Emiffaries there, that it 
ſhould: be lawful for any ſervant or Catholick bondman to ſteal, 
waſt and purloyn their Maſters Goods if Hereticks,for'the weaken- 
mg and diſenabling of themto refiſt the Roman enterpriſe begun ; 


may be thou wilt ſay; this was in love tothem, andin charity to 
their ſouls; but letall unbyaſſed ſpirits judge, and whether have. 


—_ 


theſe things and many more are legable in bloody Charatter:, - 


which I hope this Generation will not eafily blot ont of their 


memories, ſo.as to commit all faith, all hope, all religion, and all . 


$Y infallibility and judgment, to fiich a degenerated Generatiqn, as 


c '* RE. would bave'us do,and withſuch audacioufneſs is not aſhamed 
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| BO rtoblowhis trumpet as inthe head of an hoſt to animateand en-: 
courage all to come tothis black Standard for proteSi;on, and di. 
reflion, judgment, certainty, and-infzllibility, under no lefs then pain 
of Damnation; and why 'birttbecauſe Peter'was ſometime Bi 
of Rome as they ſay , and had given unto him the Keyes of the 
Ringdom of Heaven ,- and whatſoever he bound' on Earth was 
bound in Heaven, and whatſoever he looſed on Earth, was looſed 
in Heaven; and becanſe Chriſt faid,(giving anſwer to Peters faith) 
upon this Rock 1 will build my Church ; - therefore all the 83Þop 5 
and Popes a heires apparent ſucceeds him, in laying claim to head- 
ſhip, and doth none of his office, nor none of his work, and this 
fooliſhfoppery and private interpretation hath been put off at a 
very great rate, for Catholick Do&rine, which brings'tomy mind: | 
a pleaſant ftory, I have ſometime read of a certain poor Man meet- 
ing a certain Biſhop at acertain time, in great pomp andglory, 
which the poor Man beholding, took up a Laughter, and being 
enquired of by the Biſhop wherefore he laughed ? ſaid he, thac 
Peter ſhould be ſuch afool as to live ſich a poor miſerable life as 
he did, and perſecuted in the world, andto leavehis Succeflorsfo 
rich, to inherit ſuch pomp and glory : with that' the Biſhop re- 
plyed and ſaid, Thou fool, I am not in this glory as Tam Biſhop of 
ſach a place, but asT am Duke of ſich a place : at that the Man 
{ſmiled again, andſaid, When the Duke wasjn Hell for his pride, 
where then, would the Biſhop be. But to let this paſs Iam ſte” 
them that layes claim to be Peters SuCceſiDre as to- Patrimony and 
Riches (which he was never endowed with, for ſometimeheſaid, 
Silver or Gold have I none) but doth tittle of bis work +n-con- 
verting of fouls, or feeding of the flock of Chriſt and doth lay 
claim unto his privitege and power, but will not come near him in 
Dotrine, labour and ſuffering for his Members ; and therefore I 
lay to thee in thy own words, lay afide thy folly, with che conſe- 
quences of ir, as deftrutive tothe Church of God, to hang all 
theirfaith upon ſuch uncertainties, but even to humane ſocieties, 
which I have mentioned, and might inftance more, bur that I would 
not be tedious to the Reader, 
Laſtly, Yes, ſome have ſome other Teſtimony by which ſpirits 
aretryed and may be tryed to-beof God;otherwile then by force, 


carnal ſword, a ftrong party,, or ſucces, that's thy omn and noe ji 
ours; we have the holy Union which is poured forth, whereby 
| | the ' 


che Sins knew all things, dents ve fprrits,, whether they were of 
God ur t##,and be that confeſſes not Chrift come in the fleſh is Antichriſt; 
a4 hethaveoiifelſes chat Chrift is come inthe fleſh only, in word, 
and becaufe others hath ſaid fo, and doth-noe witnefs fv condemned 
in the fleſh, and:turned'from, and to have power over it, the fame 
is a falſe witneſs, andis an Antichriſt alſo, and alſo we have other 
_ thitips to ery fpirics by, we know # proud, angry, haſty, perverſe 
ſpirit; is not che-ſpirit of God ;/ a perfecnting, Eording Spirie; is 
not theſpiric of God; and again they'that teachacontrary Doe 
rine, to the Do@rine of Chriſt and his' Apoſtles, they have the 
ſpirit of error; again;they whoſe pratvice andiconverſation is'not 
ſuitable:to the pratice and converſations of Chriſt and the Apoſtles 
and Primitive Chriſtians, that they are in theſpirit of error; again, 
they that would foree afaith by any hitmane conftication of law 
whict\is repwgtiant to the Law of God, or by force'of the ſword 
oranyearnal weapons,they have the ſpirit of error; for the wea- 
Pons of the Larpb and his Followers are not carnal weapons, bus 
ſpivitaal, and yet mighty through God to the beating down of the firong 
bolds of wickedritſs; and to prevail over the Powers of darknefs : 
agdn,theTeſtimony of Gottin-every mans Conſcience, which is 
anunerring Teſtimony, this favours the things of God, andby 
this the chings that be not of God are diſcerned , and this will 
put a perfe& difference between the ſpirit of cruch, andthe ſpirit 
_ oferrory;} but} what can be faid ro'a man ins unbelief that hath 
clofed his'eyes. | 
'. The next ching which R. E, Caith he conſider*d; was, that the 
Natural reaſon of every man could not poflibly be rule and judge, 
that T ſought forsfor faith he, if reaſon were to be rule and judge, 
then it would follow contrary to Scripture, thar it is not impoſ- 
fible to pleaſe God without faith ,, and+it would likewiſe follow 
that every Religion would'be truth, confequentlycontrattiftions 
would be true, confequently there would be many Religiuns and 
nofaith at ai], for reaſon excludes faith, as in the 26. page of his 
Book. | AOIIIAG > | 
Thy tongne is thy own, and chou art at liberty; and goes whe- 
ther thion wilt,8 ſpeaks what (eels good in thy own eyes,8 hath 
never yet knowtſanother to gird thee and les&tchee whether thor? 
wouldinot, I ſtand not to vindieate every mans udgment,neither 
eo prove other mens conceptions, but ſeeing thou. hath ors 
E 2 han 
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hand to lay all Mountains wallet chee that ſtands in thy ways, 
thou haſt raiſed up ſome in thy diſcourſefor others to ſtumble at, 
and hath (poken many falſe things, without diſtinguiſhing and put- 
ing a difference between Light and darkneſs, between Natural 
reaſon and Spiritual reaſon, I could not chuſe' but ſay ſome- 
what. | 

Although ic is no part of my belief, that the Natural reaſon of 
any man or every man is able tobe rule, judge, and guide to any 
man in the things of God, yet faith is not in oppoſition unto/pure 
reaſon, neither is pure and ſpiritual reaſon-in oppoſition to true 
faith, but in harmony with ic, and one with another, as they are 
the gifts of God; but the Natural reaſon of all the fallen ſons of 
Adam is corrupted,and is coo ſhort,and too narrow,too croſs,and 
too perverſe, as to be rule and judge in the things of God, for 
the Natural manby all his endowments in the cranſgreſlion per- 
ceives not the things of God , for they are ſpiritually diſcerned, 
and the things of God that are ſpiritual and eternal are above the 
reach of Natural reaſon, and yet thy conſequence is fal(e, for.faith 
doth not exclude pure reaſon , and faith doth not make blind the 
underſtanding, but enlightensic ; and though it is impoſlible to 
pleaſe God without faith, yet it is impoſlible that,that faith ſhould 
be without reaſon, the Apoſtle delired to be delivered from un« 
reaſonable men that had not faith, ſo it is manifeſt they that have 
faith have reaſon, and them that have no faith areunreaſonable, 
and where thou hath borrowed this rule I know not, that a man 
muſt believe that which be doth not underſtand, (eeing the Apoſtle 
fith to the Romans, even of the Gentiles, who had not the Law nor 
the Scriptures, that, ihat which may be known of God was manifeſt 
in-them, for by that it is manifeſt they underſtood the mind of 


_ Godand knew him; for Paul faith further, when they knew God 


they: glorified bim not as God, but were untbankeful, &c. and again, 


j 


be that believes muſt know that God #s; for none can believein that * 


which is not, for to perſwade any to believe in uncertainties, 
which is not manifeſt in the underſtanding, doth rather beget un- 
belief and doubting then true faith, bug chy paths are fo full of 
darkneſs I ſhallnot traduce them, and thy. conſequences is falſe, 


for pure reaſon teaches not contradictions, neither doth teach . 


that thereis no faith at all, neither is faith excluded by pure rea- 


ſon, as thouignorantly ſaith in the 26. page 3 andis it not reaſon + ; | 


that 
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| that] ſhould believe in him, whom I know is the Creator and 
Governoue of all the World,and pure Religion is ſo far from ex. 
clu 


ding faith, that they that have true faith bayereaſon,and ftands | 


not in oppoſition to-faith, . but this I conclude, that the reaſon of 
fallen men is corrupted, andis av uncertain thing to relie upon, 
and ſo not a coor Judge in matters of ſo high couceramene, 
as touching everlaſting Salvation. 

The third thing which thou treats upon, 1s againſt them-who. 
have pleaded that the ſole Scriptures are ſufficient of themſelves 
co teach true faith from time to time, to dire, rule and govern 
us, and to be rule and judge, and to ſupply the place of Chriſt and. 
che Apoſtles, L's 

As I ſaid, it is not my intengionto vindicate other mens qua« 
rels, which is no part of my faith notwithſtanding I ſhould be fore 
ry, but that every thing had its true wezght and meaſure, and ſhall. 
not in the Jeaft detraCt from the el pA and true worth of the. 
words of truth, to. wit the Scriptures of truth , which were 
ſpoken forth by the ſpirit of truth ,, and by the holy Ghoſt, as ic 

ventterance, but as men erring in their Judgments, runs ſome- 
rimes to the right hand, and ſometimes co.the lefc hand,and walks 
' notina ſtraight path, ſome men are ſeting them up above that 
which they were intended for, and placing themin the ſtead of 
God, Chrift,and the Spirit, and others are too much debaſing them. 
and diſeſteeming_them, as that, they would ſet up the Judgment . 
of variable and changable men, who hold and teach things in con- 
tradition to the Scriptures, and repugnant to the mind of the 
ſpirit in them that ſpoke themforth, k 

But firſt of all, I ſay not againſt thee in this thing, that the ſole. 
or whole Scriptures are not ſufficient of themſelves to teach crue. 
faith, and give the knowledge of God withour the ſpirit, for 
many have got the words, and yet hath not received the ſpiric, 


| '& + -nor the power which the Scriptures declare of, ſuch wrangles and . 
#F* contends with the words, and oppoſes the life and the power; 


' # hewas manife 


the Fews had the Scriptures, and knew by them where Chriſt 
&F. ſhould be born and knew by them what his works ſhould be,when 
&, and yet rejeted him, unto whomall the Pro- 


_ Þ phersbore witneſs, from Moſes to. Samwel, and from him ro Fobr,. 
-& andthey were neyer intended by God, as to beſet up as Frdge,.. 


'Þf and Guade, to wit the words without the power and Spirit of Gad, 
| yer 


yet notwithſtanding, thought cannot ſer them up in the place 6f 
God and Chrift, ant the Spirir, nor contend ignorancly as fame 
have done; that they are the anthor of cruefaich, yu that they 
arethe eterml wordof God, which the world was made by. that 
theyarethe Tight, and the way, the tractiand the fife, ard chat 
they are the defider of all Controverſies, and fole, and abfolure. 
and only Jydge of all matters of faith, and of alf marrerfthar 
ever kth been, -or ever ſhall be in controverſie-to the end of the 
World'yithour the fpirit'of God neither am'T of that jgnorane 
/ mind asſome are, that the Fetter and the'Spirir is unfeparahle, as 
chat whoſoever hath the Scripture muſtneeds have che Spirit, or 
whoſoever hath the Scripturemuſt needs be infallible without the 
Spivit, aff that are-of the rovegrnn fk, pi are bue wranglers 
for the moſt parcabut wards, and*Tontendecs againſt the power 
of Gott and godlineſs, and brings the words to oppoſe rhe life,” 
andthem that have the ſpirit and waſk init,” for a Natoral.man 
may read the Scriptures and yet not perceive thethings bf God); 
neither perceive the mind'pf the tharie, bur wreſt totheir own 
deſtru&ion, as Peterſaith, becauſe they dre ijnfearned 8 unraught 
(by the ſpirits reathing,) though othierwife learned enough ini Lan- 
puapes,, Tongues and Speeches.” EU | 
Secondly, YetI cannotdetrad from them,neither undervalag* . 
them, or difeſteem themas uncertain, 'or of no'uſe, or of lietle” 
ufe,buc what ever themfelyes declare themfelves to be,thar Town” 
them to be, to wit, the Words of God the words of Chriſt, the wards 
of the holy Prophers and Patriavkgs, and: Apoſtles, 'whowere ended” 
with the Holy Ghoſt, and ſpake' forth the Scrigcare a3 they wers 
moved thereby, in ſeveral ages of feveral things, and unto ſeveral 
ſtates and conditions,as they wereledrtereantgby the holy Spirzr, 
and they are a certain dec}yration 5 hipgs that were doneand* 
believed, and praftiſed by rtte' Fewer under the firft Covenant, and 
by the Apoſtles and'Primitive Chriſtans jn the New Covenant,and' - 
contaili marry precious andholy precepts ani commands, dottrines,” | 
examples, exhortations, admonifions, reproofs and inftruftions ; arid W- - 
are as lively exatyples andholy,patterhs for all the” Saints in light | 
to follow - by which we* are. given” to'tbdBrftand what" | 
Faith \, _ Hope , wn Patience En "what Ho > ws 8 
, y. 'what lo ferinps, what c0 wr ,.and whin, verine, | 
ood? what eb Each "Saints Ing we: "were made pertakers* | 
of, chrongh faith in Chritt Jeſus : Likewiſe, what D:&rines you J 
| e '# 


dicy witked i the order ofthe Goſpel, and bad fellowſhip wich 
God'theFather;' andthe Son, and one with another, inthe light 
ofthe Golpdl, whichis che power of God, through which they, 
witneſſed Salvation and remittion of fins, aud publiſhed it unca 
thers that ORE: | 

- Tilfaly, The Scriprures teſtifies of Chriſt, and were written 
that they might be believed, and received, and read, that thereby 
every one that believed might be made wiſeto Salvation,through 
faith in Chriſt Jeſus, 2 Tim. 3. and inftruſted in Righteouſneſs, 
chat che Man of God may be perfe&, throughly furniſhed with all 
works, and whoſoever doth teach any DoCrines contrary 

unto the holy Men of God, who ſpake as they were moyedby 
the ſpirit of God which dwelt mnthem, the Scriptures are-witneſ« 
fes againſt ſuch, that they have not the Spirit of God, (but are led. 
by another ſpirit which brings forth contrary Do&rine, and ano= 
ther faith then once was deliveredamong the Saints , and whoſo- 
ever brings in, ſets up other precepts, conſtitutions, orders,and. 
pradtices-in point of Worſhips in oppoſition and controry ants a 


C | Omg which mere bald: forth #n the Primitive timer; and woy 


et up other Traditions then the Apoſtles delivered either by 
word or writing, ſuch are manifeſtto hare the ſpiric of error, and 
are innovaters and bringers in of other things, as neceſlary in. 
point of Worſhip among Chriſtians, which the Apoſtles and Mi» 
mfters of Chrift did not fee -neceſlary then, and-yet they wanted. 
no part of the'Councel of God, for Par faid;ibebad declaredthe 
whole Conncel of God; and furthec 'more they ſaid, we havethe 
mind of Chrift, and Chritts mind is not variable, __ 

Fourthly, Though divers of the Writings of the Prophets and: 
Apoſtles be loſt doubclels, as-s evident by divers places of Scrip- 


| tare, yet bleſſed be God that there are thoſe preſerved-which do. 


bear wiene(s of the-one thing abſolutely neceſſary wo Salvation, 
and of the Miniſtrations that were appointed of the Lord for the 


| ChurchofGod co obſerve,both in the firſt and ſecond Covenants; 

4 fothat Chriftians of this laſt age are not left without exawple and 
"| prefident, whichall ought co havean eye unto, and a diligent re- 
| ard, andthoughtherebedivers Coppies of chat whichis called 
| the Original Tongues,and divers Tranflations,yer heuinto whom 
FF the Spirit of God is given, and waiteth inthe meakireof Chrifts. 


Light, 


Held fotch;anid what praffice they uſed inthe Primitive tithes, whey / = 


Light ſhall receive it, doth ſee = (hall ſee the mindand will of 

Godinevery age, and the mind and intent of the ſpirit m.them 
that ſpoke forth the Scripture, and can:receive thematte>chercin 
contained, as though they bad heard them ſpeak;that ſpakeit at 
the firſt, and though the Tranflaters were Men, yet Lhaveſuch.an 
honourable eſteem of their labour, that I belieye_they have not 
varied wittingly and willingly from the beſt Coppies thai was 
extant in their age, neither that-they were altogether void of the 
Spirit of Godin ſuch a:good work, which conduced<0 the benefit 
of Mankind, bnt were affifted by it, ffor ſo good a work, and there 
be many figures and trophes, improprieties of ſpeech, -myſteries 
and difficulties, yet all theſe comes to be made eafie and plain to 
them that are witneſſes of the ſame ſpirit that gave them forth, 
and though there be devertity of judgments arid profellions. of 
Religion, one claſhing again another, and thwarting another, and 
contradicting another, and all will ſeem to bring the Scripture for 
their proofe, which yet canuot maintain and prove every thing 
good, eſpecially when their Do&rines contradict one another : 
This is granted, ic is only their private-interprecation, and not 
the Scripture; -and for- want of that Spirit that gave it forth, for .| 
that alone gives the true underſtanding of ic, and they that are 
without this are like to kill one another about - words and names, 
and ſounds,and titles, and jotas, but {till wants the key that opens, 
and gives-an entrance into the knowledg of the things of God, ' 
which alone'is the Spirit of God that gave forth the Scripcures, 

- Laſt of all, *R.'E. after he ſaith the three former props which is - 
the bafis of the whole foundation, and glided over as fleightily as . 
he poſlible could, although he hath never ftated the matter right, * 
indeed-as to remove all things-out of his way, which might hin- + Þ 
der him in his cauſe which: he drives fo hard on in, to wic, toſet 
up a certain company or multitude "of men viſible and univerſal, F 
as he faith co be the only infallible Judge to convey Faith to the 
World, and to be the certain-and infallible Judge in all matters, 'F 
that either pertaines to the Worſhip of God, and to be believed . 
under. pain of Damnation, as his term 1s all along, without | 
queſtioning at all either their Do&rine or | Principles, or compa ÞF. 
ring them with the DoCtrine of /Chriſt or Primitive Chriſtians, ÞF : 
whether they be:true or fa!ſe, whether they be with or. agaiaſt, Þ - 

.butall is co be received by an implilite faith, hand over head, _ 3- 


% 


a Laos ES. WS: 
by whole ſail; forit Gita of no examination nor dowbr, but 
A vor a2 ' Fa - 
Mg y £0, a5 R, F. faith, if you wilIbeheve him, would 'makeit 
ſo, that all forfeits. eternal Salvation for not receiving all the 
Do@riges of this Charch y and conſequently procures eterna} 


 damnationunts themſelves who refuſe ir; fo that if Ifouldſay 
io mure, but even lay down bis affertion®'which are ſeattered up 


and down-is Book,, calledan Epiſtle ro all Noncinformiſte,' were 
anſwer enough hope to many, whofe mouthes | hope would be 


filled with arguments, and (ound and grounded ones too, or at = 


leaſt with faithjn their hearrs to oppugn, and not recejve all theſe 


boldafle rtiqns. vi out examination or trial, only npon the ac- 


.o 


count of infallibility from.che UniverGt Church of Romy,” falſly 
ſo.called; bur R.E. baying removed away aff the ſtumbling'blocks 
whichis 1p his way, as he Jrages, the private ſpirit he” hath conchu- 


ded not to be this rule and judge, which I judge he hath no «wt 

ſers in, though hehave ſpent much. paper and time iy bisſcribling 

humopr, which bath been his mannerin former days,” a3she'con- 

Felſerh, page the firſt; neirhet reaſon, nor the' Seriprures, arethis 

: rule and judge, but he hath cohcluded the CarÞolick Church is-but 

all along he hath waved that which indeed is the only and alone 

rule and judgeinfalfible, viz. the Spirzt of God; bat either calls 

| It che private ſpirit, or conclndes.itis intailed; upon the Chyreh, 
| fo thar ſhe cannat erre, page t E'54- which all fay fomething 
2 furcher nnco; | Fl pt ” a , El _ y 78 - 4: 99 
* That there-hath been a Church of God; and a eculiar people 

" '®» whom God hath ſingled out, as to be ng = ho his love , which 
99} feared himin their hearts, and bore a Teſtimony of him, and 
c | worſhipped him according'to the manifeſtation of tis Spiric unto 
1, | them, whetherby wordor revelation, which was certain and in- 
e | follibleuncothem chat receivedit;is grarited;and this was alwaies 

wt but lictle in compariſon of the. multitude of the fallen Sons of 
4 | 44-”, andthereſt of the Nations and people "that ſerved -and 
FF . worſhipped ſtrange.Gods, and never made fuch a boaſt of univer- 

7 F falicy and viſibility as this ſuppoſed Catholick Church hath done 
_ | . fince che Apoſtacy entered in, which the Apoſtles foreſapp and pro- 
it, | . Pbefied off before their departure ont of this Tabernacle, arid 
4 |. fince, many have believed in Chrift , and the Worſhip of the Fewes 


| 8 . extinguiſhed, and a fatal overthrow of their Civil Government and - 


F Kingdom, 


he rectived'of neceſſity as infallible; and'upon{6-great's | 


/7, 


SS... ORE TEeS co» 2 . 
Kingdom, are two main reaſons of extinguiſhing their Worſhip, 


and hath been no invitation to any, to turn Fewer, or holden in 
their worſhip, ſeeing they have loft their Government and Domi- 
nion, and are as ſcattered people without privilege, and is no in- 
ducement for the World to joyne to them; therefore ſeeing the 
face of that Government was demoliſhed, and their Worſhip en- 
ded; but-only as to themſelves, who remained in their unbelief, 
and(ceing that the Dofrine of Chriſt did ſo far prevail as to ex- 
tingaiſhir, and puc-out the Glory thereof in the Apoſtles dayes, 
_ ſometime afterwards, and alſo the Gentiles Worſhip, and 
their falſe Gods and dumb Idols , which they were led after, the 
power of God prevailing through the Apoſtles, the Miniſters of 
Righteouſneſs, by whom many, were converted unto the Faith 
of Chriſt, the ſumme and ſubſtance of all ſhadowes, many being con. 
verted tothe Faith, did hold forth a publick Teſtimony, and ic 
became in ſome reputation, and many preached him of envy, con- 
tention and ftrife, and for filthy Jucre, covetouſheſs and ſelf-ends, 
and many followed their pernicious wayes, and yet held the name 
of Chrift and Chriſtianity, and thus began the myſtery of Iniqui- 
ty to work, and the Devilto turn (> far Chriſtian in name,(only ) 
becauſe it was in vain among many to hold forth the Fewes Wor- 
ſhip, or the Gentiles Worſhip ,. becauſe they had an inclination 
another way after Chriſtianity , that came into more repute with 
the World, and therefore ſuffered the'name or many to profeſs , 
it, and under this name, and under this Cover, to bring forth his 
works of darkneſs, and the fruits of the fleſh , and the nature of 
Chriſt wanting, and here was the beginning andriſe of your uni- 
yerſal viſible Church, 


Secondly,For the firſt two thouſand years beforethe Scriptures *K* 


were written, R. E. faith, the Church of God was this rule and 
jadge and infallible dire&or , which mighe to ſome indifferent 
man have been granted, but that I ſee which way his courſe bends, 
- viz, tothe ſetting up of Men as judge, and rule, and guide, and 


detraQts from the Spirit and power of God , in which theabilicy 


and power ofthe Church of God ſtood,and from which alone they 
received, this proper power & right, becauſe their underſtandings | 
were enlightened, and their judgments informed co declare the - 


mind of God freely, according as it was revealed , and to give. 8 # 


erue judgment, why is aot this attributed rather to the pirir and' # - 
power | A 
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ing their abilit ſtood,and their power anly as they kept in Cove- 
nant with-God,and as any erred from that inany age, or fell from 
that, they came to be blind guides, and to give falſe judgment, as 
ſome ſich there were in all ages. "p3] | 
Thirdly, RE. faith, that after the Scripture was written the 
'Church of the Fewes was rule and judge uuto the Fewes,& cites 
Dem.17.8: Thou ſhalt come to the Priefts, Levites,& unto the Indge and 
enquire, and abey ſhall ſhew thee the ſentence of judgment, and accor- 
ding to that which #bey ſhall tell. thee thou ſhall do, And likewiſe he 
quotes, Mat. 43. 2,3. The Scribes and Phariſees fit in Moſes 
Chair, whatſoever they bid you obſerve, that obſerve and do, &c, And 
from-thence he infers, would God dire& them unto, and puniſh 
with -death for not obeying an authority, which mighe deceive 
them.,and was this authority committed to them that was capable 
of miſtaking. | | 
Anſw. Jt ſeems R. E, would narrow and pinch up the Church 
of God among the Fewes ina ſtraight compa(s , when be would 
confine it'only.to the Prieſts and Levites ,-and tothe Judges in 
thoſe days; when as altthe Tribes were called the Church as well 
as Levy; again it is ſaid, Facob us mey portion, ,and Iſrael is the Lot of 
my Inheritance,  compriting the whole Tribes and Families of the 
ewes, bur it ſeems theſe muſt be no- part. of- the Church with 
. E. he pinches narrower now then he will do when he tells us of 
the vaſtneſs-of the univerſal Church. but: let ;that; paſs as by the 
way, and co- come to the matterin hand z che Prieſts and Levites 
were appointed by the expreſs Commandements of God,as tobe 
Minititers unto him, and to Miniſter unto the-people,- according to 
that Covenant that he madein thoſe days, and the Prieſts and Le- 
vites were endowed with the Spirit from God, ſuitable co the 
Miniſtry and charge committed to them, and they were figures of 
Chriſt the Everlaſting High Prieft, and the Law and Judgment which 
was given by the Lord to Moſes, was delivered co the Prieſts and 
their Lips were to preſerve Knowledge; and good reaſon, becauſe 
they were committed unto them, and the Tables of- ftone and the 
Commandements were not given tothe Families and the reit of 
the Tribes, andas R. E. hath anſwered himſelf, neither could (uf- 
ficient Coppies have been written in any reaſonable time to every 
particular Tribe, Family,or perſon,and thereforeR, E, concludes 
F 2 x full 
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power of God that was manifeſt 5 them, rather then to perſons, ſee / 3 


F 


| 142 fall coo haſtily, but that his ſpiritindeed-is byaſſedall aldiig in his 


{ 
{ 
| 


diſcoarſe to -aime'toward the'mark he would be at, eofet up Men 
ubovethe Spiric, 'Scriptureand Reaſon; : but] enquire/of RE. 
hether that che Prieſts and Levites, and Judge did relItherwany 
other thing, or dire& chem in any other way ,” orgave judgment 
afrer any other manner then-as was written #2 the Tables of Stone, 
or the Book of the Law, which was written; wherein the mind of 
God was contained borh in -point of Worſpip, andulfo'in point of 
Governnient; '#nd why -might not R, E, as well and reaſonably 
have coneluded'thar, that. which was given fromthe mourh of the 
Lord concerning alt Iſrael, was the direCtion, rule'and guide, and 
judge, as well as the Prieſts and Levites, and the reaſonthat che 
peopleor theChurch having recourſetotheir Minifters appointed 
of God, was, becauſe they ha the Statutes 'and Ordinances of 
God committediunts them ;,- which was put in The Ark of the 
Covenant, and in the Tabernacle; aid by the way1 would ask 
R, E.or any of his Roman Cuvhukicks aqueſtion, ſeeing heſaith, 
thee this promiſe is granted and intailed wrtorhe Church (with- 
outall4imitation'orcondivion) /as*to-be'the only infallible rate, 
and chat'they cannoterts; 'whether that'thefe Priefts and Levices 


_everdiderr,yeaor-nay? 'and- when was the entail cur off from 


them ? ſeeing the Scripture faith, they had violated his Law, and 
broken his-Covenant; and ugain the Prophets propheſied for hire, 
and thePriefts borerule by their means, and the Judges judged 
for rewardes ;- «nd as: Davidand Paul faith concerning iIfrael, They 
are all gone-outt of the'way, and there is nt ons that doth good, no not 
one ; and whether werethey the rule and crue guides, and judges 
in this revolted eftate, yea or nay Þ although I do notqueſtion biit 
rhey retained fti!l cheir places by way of office, arid would claim 
the ſame power which they had before from God, as they ſtood 
in the commands of God, 'a&'R. E, and his Catholicks do,and will 
lay claim totheoffice and power the Apoſtles had,though they do 
err from the ſpirit the Apoſtles were inz and whether their po- 
wer of being dire&ers, /guiders and-rrue j1dges, and infallible 
rule, ftood not upon this condition , as they did continue in the 


 Covenanit of God, and keptthe Preceprs of God in purity with- 


out violation, ' which when chey did-not, (us ſometimes chey did F. 
not) whether werethey ſubje&toerr, vor whether did theyerr, F* 
yeaor nay ? viz, the Prieſts and Levites, Judges, and heads - | 2 

the ©" 


che, people which R. E. =y'T. for the: Ghurch; and though 
Chriſt did exhort his Diſciples to hear the Scribes and Phariſees 
who facin Moſer Ghair, and to obſerve.and do.thoſerhings which 
they from the Law beforegiven, read agdyaught, andiaſtruted 
thepeople in, becauſe as | aid before the Law and the'Statutes 
was'committed to the-Priefts and Levites, and they to readit,and- 
miniſter unto the people, by/the appointment of God ;; and theſe: 
Stacntes and Ordinances were the: rule. that che then Church. 
ought to have obſerved, yet Chriſt exhorted the'Diſciphes to be- 
ware of their Leaven, and of their hypocrilie, and ſaid, #bey ſaid 
and did not, notwithſtanding all che authority which R. E, (aith 
they had; and further ſaith, would God, dire them unto, and 
puniſh wich death for not.obeying an authority. which mighe de- 
ceivethem, or would Chrift command the doing of whatſoever. 
ſhould be done'by an authority that was: capable of miſtaking all 
which-makes nothing for R. E. but rather would ruahim upon a 
harder Rock,jif this ſhonld be true or granted,for thenhe is bound 
both to believe and juſtifie the Scribes and Phariſees. in whatſo- 
exer they did or ſaid, of which methinks R. E.ſhould beaſhamed. 
of;, *tis true they that ſat in Moſes Chair could not; err nor beide- 
ceived, nor be capable of miſtaking, as they continued to keep 
unviolate the Ordinances, Statutes and rule, which was given un- 
to them by the command of God , but when they diſobeyed and 
ſerup the Traditions of Men, and mingled them with the Ordie. 
nance of God, and neglefted the weighty matters of the Law, as Fuſtice 
and true Fudgment 3 both they that taught, and they that were 
taught,came juſtly under reproof; and ſeeing R. E. reckons that 
theauthoricy of the Fewes, Scribes and Phariſees could not-be 
deceived nor capable of miſtakiag, only becauſe they ..bear the - 
name of ſuch an authority and office z I query of R. E.again whe- 
ther the Scribes and Phariſees were not miſtaken, yeaoraay:? and . 
whether they were not deceived, yea or nay? and wherefore: 
Chriſt ſhould exhort his Diſciples to take heed of thery,. and co-- 
beware of them, and to take heed of their Do@rine } and why 


'F did Chriſt pronounce ſo many woes againſt them, notwithſtanding 


their fitting in Moſes Chair? but-in what hath beea,ſgid I hope 
will be ſufficient £o convince any, that what R. E: hath laid down 


}- for ſeeming foundation. makes altogether againſt himſelf, the 


Y Þ premiſes before well confidered ; And as for all thy ColleRions 


our { 
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ont of the Prophets of ET... 3 of God'to his Church, 1/aiab 
54. and 56. andof its indowmenes and glory, andexcellency, and- 
of his puting bis ſpirit in them, and of bis wordin their mouthes, and 
that it ſhould not depart fromthe ſeed, nor the ſeeds ſeed for ever ; this 
is granted, and the promiſe is not to Men as Men , but to the ſeed 
which is not many but one, but 1ſ-.el'was this true Church then 
in the time of this Prophefie, though it have relation co future 
agesalſo; and if R. E. looks that this promiſe ſhould be to-Iſrae! 
after thefleſh, che Church then viſible and in being , he miſtakes 
himſelf, and he egragioufly errs, and contradiQs the Scripture in 
ſundry places, which faith, your houſeis left unto you Efolare, 
their Sacrifices ceaſed, the Glory of God departed from them ; 
their Prophets propheſied a divination of their own brain , and their 
vifions were as viſions of the-mght, and the Lord ſpake not to the 
moſt of them, yet they ſaid falfly thus faith the Lord, in their 
revolted eſtate, for they were erred from the ſpirit and gone from 
the ſeed, and joyned to another ſeed, and their holy fleſh-was depar- 
ed from them, though as men they had the'fame fleſh ſtil}, go learn 
what chat means; and yet norwithRanding all this,the'þromiſe of 
God was not violated, neither unfulfilled on Gods part ; for the 
promiſe was not then, neither now is to Natural Generations, or 
that which is born after the fleſh,or to men as men,and Creatures, 
but as they are the ſeed, and as they are Menof God, and as they 
are born againand new Creatures ; and if thou will havean intai- 
ling hereit is intailed, which cannot be ent off, for the Covenant: 
ftands not to Men in ſucha place that carries the name of Office or 
Authoricy, but as they are led by the Spirit 'the infallible-Judge, 
rule or guide, as they walk by this, and in this, they cannot err, 
and they-erring from this, they are ſubje& to be deceived, and to 
be miſtaken in'all things, and every thing, of which there 15evi- 
dent examples inthe Scriptures of truth in divers ages, of them 
that profefſed themfelves members of the Church of God , and 
ſo vifibleas R- E. ſpeaks of, yea, and the greater part too, that 
haveerred, and their paths hath been reckoned by the Lord as | 
crooked and perverſe, and their Habitants full of -crmelty , and this is © 
given for an inftance, the vifible Chuech-of the Fewer did err and - 
go alide, notwithſtanding a)l'the promiſe of God to them, and as | 


ithey looked tha it ftill belonged co them, becauſe they werein- }- 
wifible profeſſion, though they had turned-their backs upon'the 


Lord, 


. tbe fleſh, nor fleſhly privi 


Lord, and their hearts too, and violated his Covenant, yet ftill as 
I aid, the promife of God and the Covenant af Godis not made 
of none effe&, nor broken on Gods part, but ſtands with the ſeed 
for ever , who are circumciſed in heart , aud who worſhiper God in 
firit andtruth, andin wprightneſr of heart, and bath no confidence in 
es, nor external performances, but 
only erufts unto the gift of Righteouſneſs manifeſt in them, by 
which Fuſtification comes upon all that believes , and the fulneſs of the 
bleſſing of the Goſpel of Chriſt,and the fulneſs of the promiſe of God; . 
but cheſechings I know though they be holy, faichful, and true,are 
a ſealed Book, and hid from all eyes living inthe fleſh, who hath 
not been baptiſed intothe death and ſuffering of Chriſt. 
Fourthly, That Chriſt by his own mouth and the mouthes of 
the Apoſtles,did promiſe that there ſhould bea Church which the 
Gates of Hell ſhould nor proved againſt ,' and this Church: was 
eſtabliſhed upon the Everlaſting Foundation, and the Rock of 
Ages, and was indued with power froman high,and witha great 
meaſure of theſpirit of God accordingunto Cbriff's promiſe, which 
more plentifully was poured forth after Chriſts departure, and 
after his Aſcenſion, and pug were-given unto them, che 
word of Knowledge,the word of Wiſdom,the Interpretation of Tongues, 
& the gift of Tongues,the gift of Prophefie,the gift of diſcerning Spirits, 
healing the ſick,, working of Miracles, &c. and all theſe foreſaid 
gifts were given forthe work, of the Miniſtry , for the perfefling of 
the Saints, for the edifying of the body of Chriſt, till we all come into the 


 wnity of the faith, and the knowledge of the Son of God, and wnto a 


erfett man, and to the meaſure and ſtature of the frulneſs of. Chri 
Epbeſ 4-11, 12,13. Andall theſe were inftrumental(through the - 
Spirit of God which was with themand in them,the only means) 
to bear witnefs unto thoſe things that they had learned and belie- 
ved, and to publiſh the word of faith abroad unto the World:and 
for all thefe aforeſaid ends above mentioned, which though R..E, 
and his Catholicks will need lay claim to the ſucceſſion by way of 
office, yet by their DoQrine denies in part the very end wherefore 
ſuch gifts were given, to wit the DoArine of Purgatory , for if 
they did perfeC the Saints,or were brought up to the knowledge 
of the Son of God, and to perfeQ men in Chriſt Jeſus, andro be 
without fin, what need had there been cf raifing up this damnable- 
DoQrine out of the pir, to purge from fin after they be dead; ſte. 
| | | ing. 


bs | [46]. | 
ingthey were to be perfeft men while they, were aliye,, andthe 
Miſtry was givenfor this endz. but yours it ſeems-cannot liave 
theſe effe&ts on this fide of the Grave,andtherefore they muſt per- 
fe&tliem inthe grave;andſo be Miniſters in another World: Aud 
Ul rementioned, with 
che infallibleSpiric of God, if-any that did ſometime believeand 
were:joyued-unto it, did-walk diforder)y,.2s not becoming. the 
oſpetof our Lord Jeſts-Chriſt, ;zhey; were. to: be admoniſhed 
andexhorted, and-if they perſiſtedin their diſorder, ic was to be 
told ro the Church, or the whole body, and if ſuch a one would 
he was to be reckoned as a Publican,. dor'a 
enyed as/to have any fellowſhip wich hit till 
manifeſt - repentance was: ſhewn., | but. we never read chat this 


this Church thus gathered and endued. 


not hear the Chur 


- Church did ſhed any mans bload, or burn any, 0 


ive conſent to 
any, inſtance if thou can, ' though obſtinate and Heraticks £00; 


deſttoy 
andin 


this amongſt many other chings the ſpirit of your Church is feen 
you out of Chriſts 
Dotrine; but R. E.argues further and ſaith, but if Chriſt by his 
Spirit dothynoc preſerve this Church from all poſſibilicy of tex- 
ching error inſtead of cruth z I may receive ſuck errors as may = 
damn me; unto which I ay, Chriſt by his ſpirit doth preſerve 
this Church from all poſſibility of teaching error, if they continue 
inthe guidance thereof, and err not from the Spirit of Chriſt as 
ſome Churches did, which wereas truly Chriſtian, atid might lay 
claim anto Chriſts promiſe of preſervation out of-error, as ever 
Rome could do , and yet ax of the Seven Churches of Afia were 


to be contrary to the Primitive Church , and 


reproved by the Spirit of Chriſt, fome of them for holdi 
error, and ſome for ſuffering it 3 butwhere was the fault 


perform his promiſe to his Church, or totheſeand other 
particular Churches ? as Cerimth and Galatia? (yes). but chete 
was anerring from the ſpirit; but all that R, E. goes.about is to 
prove (which he will never be able todo)that Chriſt is bound by 
-prornile to make it good to them that he hath once promiſedun- 


co, though they perform nothing of their part in caking heed to 


his dire&ion, and thus would limic the.Lord, and let men /g9 free © 
-without obedience to his. commands; ,and he cites Mat, 28.25. . 
howthe promiſe of Chriſt was, a:410 I am always with y0u even to 


the ent of the Iyorld;; 'but he hath done as.the Devil did, when he  F 
.brought ic is wrieten,to Chriſt,8& lefc out half the woras,ſo R. E. }F 
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bath lefe out the Conditions on the Diſciples part, and that mhick 
| was their duty, teaching them to obſerve all things whatſoever Icom. 


mand you,& then loe I am with you, &e.ButR.E.likes not obedience 
ie ſeems unto Chrifts commands,and yet he will needs be a ſharer 
in the promiſe, and of the Power that was given, and bind God 
unto that, andhe and his Church to be looſe, to doand to teach 
what they will ; but as toall the Scriptures he hath brought and 
minced them, and cut them in peece meale; and all the Inferen- 
ces he makes, this weacknowledge without multiplicity of words 

that whatſoever was promiſed to the Church of Chriſt, and the 
Diſciples of Chriſt; As the Church of Chriſt, and Diſciples of 
Chrift, che ſame promiſe of Chriſt, doth belong to the Church of 
Chriſt and Diſciples of Chrift in every age , and ſtands upon che 
ſame condition; vis, obedience unto his will, and that - can ſtill 
do teach and no other thing but what he commands them, then he 
is with them according to his promiſe; but let not R. E. nor his 
Roman Catholicks look if they teach things repugnant to his mind 
and contrary to his will, and preſs upon wh co believe that 
which Chriſt hath never taught, that then the promiſe of God 
will be ſo intailed co them as that they cannot err, and here the 
deceit of thine and your hearts hath led you afide, and this is one 
of the cuning ſleights of men, and craftineſs whereby you lay in wait to 
deceive ; and by this you have deeeived many ; bacauſe God hath 
made ſuch large promiſes unto his Church, how that they ſhould 
beled into al) cruth, and preſerved out of error,and youare their 
ſucceſſors and muſt needs inherit this promiſe by way of intail, 
and you cannot err, you cannot be deceived, becauſe the Apoftles 
was infallible,therefore you muft needs be infallible; though you 
err and go afide never ſo much from the infallible ſpiric, the crue 
guide and judge of, and in the Church of God as though you 
had been born to infallibility and the ſpirit of truth had comed by 
fucceſhon ; but the inward Light which thou (coffes at, and che 


ſpirit of truth which thou calls a private ſpirit uf hath diſco- 


vered you and your ſpirit, though thou boaſt of fifteen ages that 


your DoErinehath been held by the Paſtours and Teachers in 
your vitible Church as in the 57. page of chy Epiſtle; ſuppoſe I 
ſhould grant the fifteen hundred years, which I neither can nor will 
but I will lead thee co the fixteen hundred years and try thee and 
your Do@rine that you have held this fifteen huadred year, if jt 

G be 
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be ſoas thou ſaith ; but this RE not, but ſeeing thou pleads 
antiquity let us come onand joyne iſſue , prove us Tranſubſtanti- 
ation in the firſt bundred year, nay I will give thee five handred 
more, andif I gave thee fiveſmore thou would hardly prove it ; 
before the Council of Trent prove us the Dodrine of Purgatory 
in the firſt hundred year, and if thou take two, it ſhall not offend 
me; prove ns the forbiding of Miniſters to marry in the firſt hun- 
dred year, and abſtenance from Meats, as though they were un- 
clean which are created by God for the uſe of Believers; prove 
us that Man hath a twofold right to the Kingdom of Heaven, as 
your great Be/larmine ſaith,the one by Chriſt, the other by a Mans 
own works; prove us Invocation of Angels, and prayer and Sa- 
crifice for the Dead the firſt hundred year after Chrilt ; prove us 
theic ſelling of Pardons in Chriſts and the Apoſtles days for Mo- 
ney; prove us (eting up of Images as to put Menin mind of the 
Saints deceaſed, aud of cheix Works ; prove us Baptiſm of In- 
fants with Cream and Spitele, and ſigning with the Croſs, and 
Godfathers and Godmothers ; and let us have ſome example be- 
yond bare report, for we dare not relie upon your infallible ſpirit 
in theſe things, therefore convince us, for we are gain-ſayers, and 
upon goud ground, aud we do look upon all theſe Do&rinesand 
many morenot tobe of ſucha great age as thoy tells on, neither 
to have any affinity or congruaty, with the Church of Chriſt in his 
or che Apoſtles time nor ſundry years after, but rather look upon 
them as Do&@rines of Devils,and a very novelty ; a further Scrip- 
tureR, E. urges, 1 Tim. 3. 15. the Church of the lzving God the 
pillar and ground of truth; and may wenot relie of that pillar that 
God hath erefted for us ſaith he, and he that hears you hears me, 
and go teach all Nations, and lo I am with you always, and yer if 
after all theſe promiſes if the Church may not be believed except 
ſhe teacheth according tn the Scriptures, and be only infallible 
but-when ſhe doth her duty, then the Church hath no more privi- 
lege then the Devil hath, for ſo long as he teaches confarmable to 
the Scripture he may be believed, and (o long as he teaches truth 
he may be believed faith R, E. in page the 58, 59. 

Anſw. The Church is in God, 1 Thef._ri. and # the pillar and. 
ground of trmb; ſheis in the world though not of the world ; and 
though the members thereof be viſible in the world, yer the 
world that lies in wickedneſs, never ewned them as ſuch, _ 
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ſaw the glory of this Church but always perfecuted it, and was ſo 


far from awpingat 4 rule and juqge , as it altogether gainſayed its 
flea 446: Lu Chat did believe in the word of lite, ant were 
ſeparated from the world, and hated by it, were willing to hear 
the Councel and to.receive the inftruftion of the Church of God, 
and the Church only medled with their own Members as in mat- 
cer of Judgment and uot of the world, further then hy preachiog 
repeataiice in it ;. for the Apoſtle ſaith, what have we tg do to judge 
them that are without; and this Church as in God was ſecure tore» 
lie upon, for ſhe had the Oracles of God committed unto her, 
and every one may relie upon this pillar if they dare truſtjr,which 
I ſee R.E. dare not becauſe he likes not to be tyed to their 
Do&riue declared of in the Scriptures, but would have, all to 
take what they ſay for granted without -the- Scripture, or the 
Apoltles exainple or ſpirit, and 1s not this unreaſonable in thee, 
that wouid have the Churchto be believed, or that which callsic 
ſelt ſo by nas, ven ſhe teachet! not conformable. to Scriptures 
aud to the faith which was once delivered among the Saints, and 
would.thou have a Chuich reckoned infallible and to be Peleoaieck 
when ſhe doth not herduty; the Churches privileges is in {pea- 
king truth and judging righteouſly, and the Devil was a lyer from 
the begianigg and is out of the truth ; and where hath thou read 
that he teaches conformable to Scriptute,and {o may; be believed, 
is. tithe ,promiſe of; God to;his Diſciples, - 4s they continued 
to pþe end,and 4 they kept bis Commandements z .. and. were they not 
known t9.be the Church of: God and Diſciples of Chril by this, 
and was not the promife to them that bungred and thirſted after, Righ- 
teouſneſs, and to them that did overcome, and was not the eyhorcati- 
on.tothe Church of Philadelpbia, bold faſt that, which #ho by that 
none tokg thy Crown, Rev. 3. 1.4, 12. Wagithere not a poſlivility.of 
leting g9 that Which they had, and of looſing the Crown, or elſe 
why.is the exhortation? But I ſee R. E, would lay cfainy te pro- 
miſes and privileges withoutall condition,and will yot be tyed to 
keep the commands of Chriſt,nor would not have the Chureh ty- 


. 


ed.to follow the DoArine of the Primitive Church , nor.will not 


- admit of any poſebility or probability of failing or erring, nay not ſo 


much as a miſtake ; but as to infallibility and certainty I have faig 

enough before, and the confidence. or rather the. impudence of 

RE, is eaſily ſeen, and to make up al}, he concludes the Apoſtles 
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25 Men were ſubje& to error in their private affaires, yet were 


they by the aſliftance of Gods Spirit infallible rg on 
God 


ters of faith, I ſay as they were affifted by the holy Spiric 
they neither erred in private affaires nor matters of faith, but as 
they were nct afliſted by this they were ſubjeR co err, for in this 
tood their only ability to teach, inftruQ, exhort, and judge, and 
2s they were guided by this Spirit, they were infallible; and fo 
R. E.faith that the Prelats of the holy Catholick Church as Mea 
they are fallible in their own private ations and affairs; yer when 
they are afſembledin a general Corncil with their ſupream Paſtor they 
are ftill made infallible in determining matters of Faith:It is well that 
R. E. will grant that there is any poſlibility for their Prelats co 
fail either publick or private; but I ſay he that js not faithful in 
his ownaCtions and affaires,can never be faithful in the Lords; buc 
it ſeems a Genera] Council cannot fail when the ſupream Paſtor 
the Pope isthere,bur if he be not it ſeems by R. E*s diſcourſe,it is 
moredoubtful : the like he alſo judges if the eleven Diſciples and 
the ſeventy too, with the Brethren and Elders,if they bad all been 
to define matters of Faith if Peter had been wanting, which this 
Catholick Church calls the Prince of the Apoſtles,there had been 
ſome doube of their infallibility in point of faith; as though the 
promiſeof God and the Spirit of God had not been with the reſt 
of the Apoſtles as well as Peter : but a word or two and more 
hereafter of the infallibility- of General Councils, the Niceen 
Council decreed flat [dolatry about Worſhipping of Images, the 
Council at Conftantinople condemned their Proceedings,and made 
void their Decrees, yet both theſe in R. E*s account muſt needs 
be infallible; che Council at Bafilas Albertus Phigiows faith decre- 
ed againft all reaſon and againſt Scriptures(the Coxncil of Calcedon) 
which was one of the four that Gregory the great compares to the 
four Goſpels, that their Decrees were as certain and infallible; yer 
Pope Leo did not ftick to condemn it, and all them as unadviſed; 
Stepbanins Biſhop of Rome made void the Necrees of Formoſw ; 
Sabinian the Pape commanded that Pope Gregory*s Maſs and al 
bis Writings ſhoxld be burned; Leo the fourth abrogated and made 
void the Aﬀs of Adrian; the Bafil Council determined that the 
Council of Biſhops was above the Pope, but the Latterine Council 
ander Leo determined that the Pope was above the Comncil; and 
they decreed alſo that he chat ſhould think otherwiſe —_— 
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e!d for 8 Heretick, s but the Council of Bfil eforefaid decreed 
2 ap that 5 that che Councal was not above the Pope 
were Hereticks: Innumerable more inſtances I might give 
but that I will not trouble my Reader with ſuch unprofitable 
fories; and all theſe Popes ſaid, they were Peters $1 ors, and 
had the keys of binding and loofing, and all theſe Councils and 


' many more which were of the Roman faith which in R,E's account 


could not err but maſt needs be infallible , and yer are as contra- 
diQ&ory one to another as light is to darkneſs, and black to white, 
and looks with their faces ſeveral ways like S2mſons. Foxes ; and 
therefore let not R. E. nor none of -his Catholicks think that the 
Church of Chrift now coming out of the Wilderneſs again, can 
receive all their contradictory Decrees, and invented fopperies 
and conftitutions of Men for infallible:the day is broken, the lighe 
hath taken hold of the ends of the Earth, the Sun is riſen which 
ſhall make all the foggy miſts of darkneſs and clouds of ignorance 
co fly away. | 
' ButR.E. ceaſesnothere, but heapes up one peece of darkneſs 
npon another till blackneſs of darkneſs appear,. and he tells of a 
viſible Church, Mas. 16. which is builded upon Peter that viſible 
Rock, for that Rock there ſpoken of is not Chrift, faith he, bur 
Peter, for immediately after he names Peter, whereas faith he, if 
he had meaned himſelf or Peters confeſſion, for that faith he is too 
remote or mediateand —_—_ for if Chriſt had meaned him-- 
ſelf or Peters confeffion, he ſhould have ſpoken according to the 
Grammer Rule and Conftrution, Upon that Rock,, or whon this 
Rock, I have build, Ido build, and nat Iwill build, inthe 63. page 
andin the 64. page, he tells of a Church viſible having two heads 
of an Dudpender Head ad a Dependent Head; and in the 66.page 
he faith, he hopes that it will appear clear toall, as ir-did ro 4 
that 'the viſible Church is that Rule and Judge appointed by 
God, and all upon pain of damnation are to ſubmie unto ic, 
Where R, E. hathread of a viſible Church with ewo heads I 
know nor, and to take it for infallible 1 intend not; and where is 
Peter called a viſible Rock,andthe chief Paſtor among the Apofiles; 
doth not this contradi@ Scripture, doth- not Chriſt fay, the Gen= 
Balet exerciſe Dominion one over another, but it ſhall not be ſo amongeſt 


you, be that will be greateſt you let him be your ſervant, be 


#hat will be chief les bim be your Mznifter 3 and as for thy vifible and 
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militant Church we read no: ſuch words in the Segptures of 
eruth, werezdof a Chnrchof Godandofrhe firſt barn, whereot, 
Chriftwas#hi Rock, andube foundation, :and another foundation can, 
nomatiTry then that which ir laid bich it FeſwChrijt;,1Gor, 3,1.4,a0d 
Pas! Gith iti-the 10. ver, 5-4 wiſe miſter builder I have. laid the, 
foundation."] hope R. E; will not belo impudent as toſay he had 
laid Peter or that he had preached up Peter to belieyein for checes - 
miſſion of fitis}nor for che Foundation! of faith, for that had been 
edntrary tothe Apoſtles commillion and their Dofrine z for {ach 
the Apoſtle; We Vave not preached our felves bur Criſt the Lord, and 
onr' ſitves your'ſervants for his: ſake. And I may ſay totheeR. E. as 
Panlſaid tothe Corinthians when they were ſtriving about Men, 
x:Cor, 3. 24, thereforv-lot 20 man glory in men, for all things are yours, 
or as hefaithiin their eþap;'1:3.tleruwe Paul -ancoified for you,or were. 
yonbupttfetin the tame of Paul; -viete chey nas carnal that o glo- 
ried,i:was Peres crucified fer us; or were we baptifed inthe name 
of Peter, is not your viſible Church carnal who thus judges that 
Chriſt-iacended Peter xo be che-foundation of: his. Church, for 
what was he or the veſt of the Apoſtles, Hut Miniſters by bich 14475 
betievedy;.andif thoxthid beer piefeatyitia very; ike wand have 
inftruged?sGhrfft whaceo have fad ,j and-biddenfhim have poke 
afteritheOrammer/Rale indConftenion uponchat, Rock I. will 
buildmy Church; for-Perersfanchiin Ohbriſt 15-Lo mediate it ems, 
and his confeſſion too remote andanticedent,tobg:theRock meant 
in the 1:6;:0f Mat 1x8; gnd therbfore Peter nayſiheimediate,, and 
Rock wpon whicaChriſthath,doth;and wllhugld his Chaazch, 
but as imetliate aghe'was ;; and-3fare's Rock as ke.was, when be 
began corebuke Chriſt hecurned hinabout.zer. 23) and{ag, 48a. 
Peter, Get the behind me Satan thorut \axtian; offence uyho me. fyr-tbag 
 ſavonrs not the things of God andſoifay to: R; E,an.hisGatho- 
licks;they ſavoug/ not the things of:Gad,but irs Thy private ſhirit 
' and your own Interpretations and nbt/che mind of Chit, and 
how-fur-anticedentis: Feaer?s Confeſſion 'of Chrilt the'Son,gf the 
Living God; :is' it [not'in' tlie 36.1 207, and-ywherein was Peter 
bleſſed bue in this, that ic was revealed-to.hunthat:ChriÞ was. che 
Son of the Linking God, the *Rock-of 1fges, iand.uhe foundenen gf his 
Churdb, and as f6r thy viſible-Qharch with ins:6w0 heads,  1045- 
pernletst bead? and:dey indent bead, whichſaremnſi haye two bodies 
whkeperhey ican be fornd, but that I ſhall leave to RE, and Lhope : 
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from clic grounds that tio d here fafd which did appeat 6 

cleart© thee, that none will be-afraid tor judge;ttarfichr avitible 
Church wich cwakeadgis co'Þe rifle and/ptidecoall'to'whorn alt 
is to fubriicunder pain of Damnation,” witich is ro have Perer for 
irs Rock, whichif he had been livinghe would have denyed you 
all, as ſeters up of Men and fleighters of Jeſhs Chiift che'Rock of 
Ages, the Foundarioo'of che Church, theHeadof the B6dy, the 
Ruleof Life, the Judge of quick ant the dead, the Law:giver, 
direfter, inflrufter, and preſerver of his Chirch for ever; but 
R. E. goes on and faith, it only remains that we confider which 
amongall cheſe congregations now onEarth,xyhich precend them- 
ſelves to be this Churctrof Chritft, for. having once found her and 
knowing chat ſheis & affiſted with the Holy Ghoft char ſhe canrivg 
_ reachusan bibs voy no more Glbitee Very of her Do&- 

rines;then wewoulthave queſtioned the Articles. of Faith taughe 
by the holy Apoſtfes or the words of Chriſt himfelf, wherefore if 
this Charch this infallible guide ſhall teach. us thar Infants oughe 
ro be Baptiſed, and'thatitis as lawful ro defire the Saints, depar-, 
ted to pray for nsas to deſire the Prayers' ones hat ning 
atd - Euro body of Chriſt our Saviour is al and truly pre- 


ſent in the Sacranſent of the Alter,' or atiy other article of Faith 
we ſhall no more d6ybt' ir, then the firſt Chriffians.did the vericy 
of what the Apoſtles taught them. CO ET. 
' Amongall choſe Congregations on Earth iat looks uponthem-' 
' ſelves tobethis Church 997 houſe of,C f oberg one if thy eze | 
could behold, or if thou could Uilcett yt , *bit before thou can, 
there is an eye in thee muſt be pur out, aud there is a wildpm jn 
thee that muſt be confounded and turiied iats fooliſhneſs, before 
thou can diſfcern.it in its glory as it is, but however that ic 3t zen- 
doubtedly, which is begotten into the faith through the fublication of 
the immortal word of Lift, &-who art travſlated from ath mito life, 
who have received the power and ſpirit of out Lotd Feſws Chriſt, and. 
meets in bis name and power,anid doth witneſs oh for tnce among them, 
and have received a meaſure of that infallible Spirit of with which - . 
leadeth into all truth, and out of the pollutions of the World,” and are 
dead unto the World, and baptiſed into the ofertn | of Chyip, and are . 
crutified with him, who keep unviotated bis HS. and commands, 
without adding to or diminyhing from, who walk inthe order of the 
Goffel, and are not conformable to the world , nor to that which falen., 
men.; 


WEIS 


her Do&rine I queſtion ; notwithſtanding 


$ 
mew ſets wp, but to the power 0 Gods ich worketh in the bearts of off 
that believe.yo the Faxing of hou 4 meet babitation for God to. dwel in, 
and abidab in the D of Chriſt and bis Apoſtles, and are ſayers 
and doers, fpeakgs the truth and dath the truth, and bolds the trath in 
pu. ren rv the faith once delivered t0 the Szimts in a pure bears, 
a pure Conſcience,wbo prayes inthe ſpirit, and with nodefen ng, 
who publiſhetb the trath, and declares it in the fpiris reaching to 1 

Conſciences, and to the witneſs of God in all that bears, who rejoyce 

only in Chrift, Feſis the great power of God , andthe wiſdom of God 

and bath no confidence in the fleſh, nor fleſhly performances, whoſe fait 
ftands not in words but in the mighty power of God, which ſhe hath re- 
ceived according unto the promiſe of God, this Congrepation or Congre. 
ations which is one, doth bold the one bead by which all the mem. 
ers of Chrift arekynt together in the one faith, by which they overcome 
the world ; this undoubtedly is the Church of Chbrift and the fpouſe of 
Chrift. But whether R, E. will not diſpute _ the verity of 
all his Cabmiſſion in 
words, and if this Church ſhould teach chat Infants are to be 


baptiſed with Cream and Spittle, and figned with the Croſs as 


abſolutely neceflary to. Salvation, or that it is the duty of the 
Saints alive,to pray to the Saints departed this world, or to teach 
that Chriſts body which was broken for us and hanged upon the 
treeat Mownt Calvary, that this ſhould now bein a morſel of bread 
#nd a ſup of wine, and conveyed thither by the Prieſt, and this to 
be really che body of Chrift,if this Church ſhould teach any ſuch 


' Doftrine there were good and weighty reaſon to queſtion, ſeeing 


that R.'E. before hath ſaid that they cannot be infallible who con- 


-tradif& one ancther and teach two contrary DoQrines, and yet 


fay, they are both infallibly dire&ed fo to teach, I hope R. E, will 
grant that the Church in Chrifts time andthe Apoſtles was infallible, 
and it taught no ſuch DoArine, but to the contrary, therefore 
that Church which pretends jnfallibility, and yet ceacheth ſuch 
Do&rines as before mentioned contrary unto Chriſt and the A- 

5 cannot be infallible, neicher led by the infallible Spirit, and 
all hath good reaſon toqueſtion the verity of theſe things, more 


- then what the Apoſtles caught, ſeeing they are contradiftory to 


Chrift and the 4pofiist teaching, and contrary to Scripture, .aud | 
contrary to the witneſs of God in all Confciences, and as Ifaid |. 
before, this Church of God whereof I have ſpokennow, though |} 


”. *notdenominated by any other <4 then the Church of God, is 
and hath been aſſiſted ſo by the Holy Ghoſt as ſhe hath not erred, 
when the only bearkened to its inſtruttion and dire@;on ; but when 
the wiſdom of the fleth,and the worldly part and States, and Go- 
vernments, and Policies, and Princes have been minded more then 
the Spirit of God, then error hath been taught, and the greater 
part ina Council have overſwayed the reſt , andeſtabliſhed error 
by decree, and hath enjoyned it under penalties to be received as 
ſacred and boly, and. infallible, of which we find the Church of 
Rome exceeding guilty , and therefore do conclude natwithſtan- 
ding the promiſe of God to his Church that kept in -Covenart 
with him, that this Church of Rome have erred and do err, both 
in faith,do&rine, and praflice of the infallible Church in the Apoſtles 
days; and therefore their DoArine 1s more to be queſtioned then 
the Apoſtles, and they not fit to bethis rule and guide, and di- 
re&er ; unto which R. E,faith, all is to ſubmit under .pain of 
' Damnation. Scar-Crows will hardly aftright men of underftan- 
ding, but unreaſonable Creatures it may; And laſt of all R. E. he 
ſaith, he will conclude his whole proof with an argument from 
Heaven, and of the higheſt nature, and makes it evident that the 
Koman Chnrch muſt be this guide and judge, which God hath ap- 
pointed, becauſe of the gift of Miracles; and cites the 15., of 
Fobn and 24. If | had not done among them the works that no 
other. mag; did they, had not had fin, and now, I ſay, that: the 
Rom an/Ghurch hath done works and Miracles ſuch as no other 
_ Qhuwich hath-done, therefore if we refuſe to believe her we ſhall 
. have lin and ſhew our ſelves haters of God ; and he inſtances Sr. 
Ber, St. Mal. St, Dom. St. Fra. which wrought Miracles; and of 
* Auſtin the Monk which taught Chriſtian Fairh firſt in England, and 
* bis tellow Monkes which was then confirmed by wonderful Mira- 
cies from Heaven, not in confirmation of thoſe points and articles 
of faith which you hold with us bur of thoſe which you cal} Po- 
piſhand ſypei ſticious, as the Sacrifice of the Maſs, and about re- 
ſpect and veneration which is given to Saiats Relicks and Imapes, 


F a:dabout the Dofrine of Purgatory,and payment of Tythes,and 


_ RE. concludes if we will not believe what you have not ſeen, 
you deſtroy faith which is an evidence of things not ſeen, , 
FF Although R, E. make a great -boaſt of the Miracles of the 

FF Chutch of Rome, which no other Church hath wrought thelike, 
EY | | H ok and 


[51+ and therefore conclades that | : is this ruleand gnide,unto which 
all is co give ear unto, under pain of Damnation; and theſe Mira- 
cles he faith is argament from Heaven , and proof of the higheſt 
nature, believe bim who can; if time would bt permit , and the 
Reader have patience to read moſt or many, if not all the Miracles 
he ſo much crys up might be declared to his and their ſhame the 
very report and relation thereof cannot but be reckoned as fabu- 
Jous and fained ſtories, and proceeds from thar lying ſpirit which 
was in the falſe ow which wrought Miracles before the Beaſt, and 
deceived them that had received the mark, of the Beaft, and them thet 
worſhipped his Image which muſt be taken alive and caſt into the lake of 
fire, Revelation 19. 20, It # an a dulterow Generation that 
ſeeks a figne. And yet did not believe when they had Miracles 
wrought by the finger of God amongſt them, yer they aid it was by 
Belzebub; the Scribes and Phariſees ſaid, if he be the King of 
Tſrael ket him come down from the Croſs and we will believe ; but 
the power of Chrift was not to be ſhewed at the blind will of the | 
Phariſees,neither would they have believed if he had come down, 
though Miracles have been wronght by the power.of God, ahd. 
is according to his Heavenly will, and is nct limited either to 
men, time or'place, yet it is not ſo ſufficient an argument from 
Heaven as R. FE. faith to prove the Church of Rome this true 
Church, ſeeing that the Devil and Satan, and Antichriſt hall come” 
with fignes and lying wonders, and if it were poſſible deceivethe ele ; 
and Fanes and Fambres withſtood Moſes in working lying Miracles 
before Pharoah to the hardning of bis heart : and Chryfiſtome #n his 
Hom, upon Mat, 49. ſaith in the end of time power ſhall be given to the 
Devil to work ſignes and Miracles , fo that the Miniſters of Chrifts 
cannot be known by working of Miracles, but by working none 
at all : and Azguftine faith, though ſome ſaid Prayers at the Tombs 'F; 
of the Dead and obtained their delires as they ſaid, faith, away F 
with theſe things, they be either juglings and mockeries of deceitfwl © 
men, or elſe deluſions of lying ſpirits, Chryf. in bis Hom. upon Matth, ff * 
49, in old times it was known by Miracle who were the true Chriſtians, * i 
and ypho the falſe; but now Miracles is rather among them that 'F 
arefalſe Chriſtians, and as for your great Miracles which thou 'F 
faith the Chronologies and Hiſtories ſpeak of F.L.asBed.and Holm, F 
Sheads, Stows, and others, we look uponthem not at all as Mates F . 
rial in this thing, ſeeing they have had the reports from other 'F* . 
hands and Pens of certain Monkiſh ſtories which they w_ ous F 
| cattere@ 
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ſcaetered here and there abR0 chemſelves, and left their fa« 
| blesuponrecord to deceive poor people withal for their ownad- * 
. ' vantage, and moſt of the Miracles that we hear of, is either 


wrought about your Tombes and Sepulchres,and'your holy Maſs, 
and your Relicks and Images ; I have heard of indeed how that: 
from the skirt of an Image of yours, one in a Bloody Flux did but 
conch, aud immediately vertue came from it,and water and blood 
iſſued forth, wherby the party was made whole by waſhing therin;.. 
alfo F have heard of the Image of the Virgin Mary, firſt honored by 
Chriſtians m Nazareth after wards tratiſlated intoSlavonta,& whey 
Images began to be villitied there and diſeſteemed, it removed ic 
ſelf from place to place, as diſcontent did ariſeinit, te ſeems at 
the place and people where it was fituated ſometimes, and at laſt 
it removed a whole Iſland with it nearer Rome, now calPd Lorreta, 
and commonly known by the name of*our Lady of Larettz, to 


- which all the Pilgrims and Monks commonly and frequently go 


toconfefs their fins, and to receive Abſolntions before they came 
to Rome, and ſo continues to this day. 1] cannotforget indeed the 
notable Miracle wroughe by Auftin the Monkof which \R. E, glo- 
nes foin, wrought at Cometon in Oxfordſhire, touching the DoQ- 


* * rine of due payment of Tythes, a profitable Dofrine to Anſtin 


and his Moxke,' the firſt Biſhop of Canterbury confirmed'by a Mira- 
de, and fuch as it is you ſhall have it ; Abour the year: 600. as it 
is aid, Auſtin comes to preach at Cometon in Oxfordſhire, the Prieſt 
of the place complains to him, how that the Lord of the Manner would 
not pay bis Ththes'; Auſtin queſtioning, the Lord about the fault in bis 
Devotion ; he ftoutly anſwered, that the tenth ſheaf donbileſs was bus, 
that bad the Intreſt in the 9th.and therefore would pay none : preſently 
Auſtin denownces him excommunicate, and turning 10 the Alter to ſay 
Maſs publickſy, forbad that any excommunicated perſon ſhould be pre- 
ſent there ; ſuddenly a dead Corps that had been buried at Church door | 


| | arrſe, and went out of the Church, and fto:d while the Maſs continued; © 
which ended, Auſtin comes to this living or dead whether you will, and 


charges bim in the name of God to declare who be was, be tells bim, 
that in the time of the Brittiſh ftate, hujus villi Patteronus ; and at- 


\# though be had often urged by the Dofrine of the Prieſt to pay bis Tythes 
| Jet be never could be brought to it, for the which after be was dead he 
” ſaith, was carried to Fell: Auſtin deſired 10 know where the Pricft that 
[excommunicated bim was buried ? this dexd ſhewed him the place, 
H 2 where 
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where be makes an Invocation of the dead Prieſt, and bids bim ariſe, 
becauſe they wanted his belp, the Prieft riſes ; Auſtin asks bimif be 
hnew that other that was riſen ? hetells him yes, batt wiſhes be had ne-- 
# known bim; for ſaith he, he was wn all "things ever adverſe to the 
9 


urch, and a detainer of his Tythes, a great ſinner 0 his death, and 
Therefore I excommunicated him : But Auſtin declares that it was fit 
mercy ſhould be uſed towards him, and that he had. ſuffered long in Hell 
for bis offence ; you muſt ſuppoſe the Author meant Purgatory : 
wherefore he gives him an Abſointion, &- ſends him to bis grave; where 
be fell again to duſt and aſhes ; he gone, the Prieft new riſen tells that 
bis Corpes had lyen there about 170. years, and Auitin would gladly 
bave had bim to have continued on earth again, for inftrudion of ſouls, © 
but could not thereto intreat him; ſo he atſo returns to bis former lod- 
ging : the Lord of the Town ſtanding by all this while, and trembling, 
was now demanded if he wgyld pay his Tythes , but he Preſently fell 
down at Auſtin's feet weeping and confeſſing his offence and ſubmits to 
pay Tytbes, and receives pardon, and became all his life time a follow. 
er of Auftin. Beſides the common Legend of our Saints it is in 
ſome Volumes put alone for a moſt obſervable Miracle, and it is 
found to be bound up at the end of the Ms, Life of Tho. Becket, 
Arch-Biſhop of Canterbury, written by Fohn Degrandeſono, and it 
remains in the publick, Library of Oxfirl; there alſo it ts related in 
Fobannes Anglicus bis Hiſtory Aurea , beſides Selden in his Hiſtory of 
Tythes makes mention of it, and in the 27 4, page of his Book And 
as concerning the Miracles which is reported by certain Feſuits, 
which was done in the Weſt-Indies by them of that Society, after 
they had converted to the Chriſtian faith as they call it, in con. * 
firmation of their DoArine, they write of great Miracles that was , 
wrought by them, how that with holy water they had calmed the | 
a7 in great tempeſtsz and with holy water they had. driven Mice 
... out of the Comntry; and how that by holy water they ;had made _ 
* barren Women to bear Children: See Copes Dialogve the firſt, - 
page the 18. yd 
And many deviſed and fained Viracles is ſtoried among you;and F 
kept up to deceive and blind the people withal ; dead Images have. F 
been forced to ſweat, to weep, to laugh, and to ſhift themſelves FF 
from place to place; and as among the Paminrand Infidels the hk 
maze of Fupiter was able by art to cry aloud let all Chriſtians be bas; 
niſhed the Country, Euſeb, lib. $.Even fo among the falle Chriſtians, 
| Ingen Þ 
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Images bave been able to ſpeak whatſoever his Keeper or Sexton: 
liftethz and the Image of our Lady hath been able to attend ber 
own Candle, .and other Images hath been able to beal all Diſeaſes ; 
believe it who can.. Nicholas faith, in the Church of God the 
Prieſts often times deceive the people with fained Miraclegfor 
Lucres ſake; and thus the World hath been borne in hand, thrat | 
Images were not only bare Images but had ſome ſecret devine po- | 
wer hidden withia them ; but. I ſhall conclude and ſay as Hirome | 
faith, the truth of Chriſt ſhall devour and conſume the falſhood of An 
zichriſt, and all his fained Miracles and lying wonders, and inchant- 
ments, and ſorceries, with which he hath deceived the Nations : 
Alexander Hales ſaith, p. 4. q#2. 53. men, the 4. in the Sacrament 1t 
ſelf there appears fleſh, ſometime by the conveyance of men, and ſome+ 
time by the working of the Devil. And hathnot R. E, heard or read 
of a certain Catbolick of theirs, and no Lay-man neither, not many 
ages ago that did penance at Bqwls Croſs, and made a publick con- 
felſion of his difimulation, when he pricked his finger and madeit 
bleed when he gave that which youcall your Excbarit(or ſacrament 
of the Alter as you call it) unto the people to delxde them,making 
them believe that as the phraſe is, Chriſt by Miracle had conveyed 
'S* his blood into the bread after the words of Conſecration; but e- 
nough of this hath been ſaid by cthers, and written largly of by 
other hands and pens , fothat I need not ſay much: But Miracles 
be not evermore undoubted proofes of a true DoQtrine, nor ſuch 
abſolute fignes of a true Church, nor ſuchinfallible arguments as 
from Heaven as R. E.ſaith his is; and (o I ſhall conclude with that 
which Aſtin ſaid unto Fauſtus the Manicha, Te work no Miracles, 
and yet if ye wrought any at your hands, we wonld take beed of them ; 
and Jer. 23. ſaith, the falſe Prophets bave deceived my people by their 
lies, and by their lightneſs, and by their dreams and Miracles, Aud (o 
hath this falſe fained pretended Catholick Church done, deceived 
the Nations,and bewitched them with ſuch lying fabulous tort, 
4 and falfe and ridiculous miracles, and ſorceries,and inchantments, 
4 as is above mentioned, and many more of the like nature might 
| be mentioned, but that I would not be tedious to the Reader, 
which if they were ſummed up all would hardly make up a Hea- 
venly argument. and proof, as R,E, faith ie doth ;.that their 
Churchis the only true Church, and fit to be the rule and-judge 
of all matters of faith ; and now Reader view over their Miracles 
| before 


% 


|S5 before mentioned, and fee if thou can receive them , becanſe the 


Church of Rome ſaith they are true, and muſt not bequeſtioned, 
for if thon do, thou art like to come under a hard cenfure by the 
verdidt of R.E. and his Catholick Church; firft eo be reckoned 
aS 2n #nbeliever, ſecondly to be a bater of God, and thirdly tn noc 
believing thefe Miracles, or whatſoever elſe ſhall be dechared unto 
thee by the faid Church, or elſe thou comes under no lefs penalcy 
then eternal damnation ; as R.E. ſaith in the 80. page of his Epiftle: 
bat itis a ſmall thirg to be judged by man, and eſpecially fuch a 
man, who hath gaded abroad and changed his way fo oft, fo that 
he hath forgottenthe true path of Righteoufneſs to walk in, or 
elfe never knew it, and hath turned and wheeled about ; and now 
at laſt dothas the poor Ind:an doth with his Deer skin, hangs it 
upon one ſhoulder and fo upon the other ſhoulder to ſhelter him 
from the wind and tempeſt that comes of that fide : But the day 
is dawned, and mens ſpirits are diſcovered beyond their words, 
and all the turnings and wheelings of things upfide down, is but 
as the Potters Clay , for God meafures every man, not by his 
words but by his heart and ſpirit,and works,and will judge every 
one in Righteouſnels according to their deeds. 4 
And R. E. goes on as confident that his arguments and reaſons 
laid down hath prevailed, and almoft takes it for granted thar it 
muſt needs be evident toal! , that the Roman Church is thererue 
Church; and faith, he knows but one fingle point between the 
Catholicks and them that ſtand devided from them, and thar js, 
faith he, that we follow a ſeveral rule, to guide and judge in the 
great affaires of faith, for all ſides are bound to believe alltrurhs, 
ſufficiently propounded to them, to be revealed of God ; and 
therefore if the preſence of Chriſt in the Sacramene,' Purgatory, 
worſhipping of Images, Invocationof Saints, and prayer to the 
'Dead, and for the Dead, if theſe or any other poine of. faith be 
ſufficiently propounded , by denying them Gods varaſſaty is de- 
nyed, and God thereby made a lyer, The difference ftandsbe- 
twixt you and them that are devided from you, in more particu- 
Jars then thou are aware of, or ever will be able fufficiently to 
proprnd them to be revealed of God,though it is rrue fomeare 
he devided from you in Circumſtantials and Ceremonies; and 
ſome others in ſome points of Faith and Worſhip, yer ſome deny 


you in.the very ground; though tis true” the different _— 
whic 


”. which each party are direfted is a great anda main thing; thou 
+» faith this Church Catholick is the rule; but I fay, and am nor a- 
lone, that Chiiſt is the way co the Father, and the way.to the 
Kingdom, and the rule and means by which his Churchis govern- 
ed, andheis the Lawgiver and the judge, and all Judgment is 
committed to the Son, and it is he alone that propexnds truth ſuf- 
ficiently ; and they that arein him are new Creatures; and that 
which is the new Creatures rwle, guide and judge, is the rule, puide 
and judge of the Church of God, and Chrift is the author of faith, 
and it is nothing that availes any thing with God, but the new 
Creature ; and as many #5 walk according to this rule, peace is to them, 
Gal. 3. 16. and Chriſt hath not left his people without guide,for 
he ſaid, 1o I am with you #0.the end of the world, So as tocomniit 
the guidance thereof to fallible men , who may affume authority 
| without his power, and tofaſtea thoſe things upon God as to be 
revealed from him, when che Lord hath ſpoken nothing; and we 
areſo far from lookingthat the main grounds that thou lays down 
to prove your Church to be this rule and guide, andthe many 


Do&rines propounded by you are not ſaffictently propoxnded to 


be revealed of God,but rather they are the imaginations of your 
own brain, and things packt up fince the Apoſtles days by differ- 
ent Does and different mwtations and alterations in your Church, 
for file 

varaſſaty, neither to make God a lyer as thou falfly Gaith; bue 
thou and you are the lyers, as to propound thoſe thingsto be re. 
vealed from God and to be received by all under pain of danna- 


3307, when God hath revealed no ſuch thing,þut the contrary,and- 


ſo thy own words at laſt ſhall turn to be thy burden, becauſe chou 
faith, the Lord faith, and hath revealed and ſufficiently prepeſed, the 
real preſence of Chriſt in'your Sacrament of the Alter as a devine 
Revelation, worſhipping of Images, Prayer to the Dead, and 
for the Dead, and all the fooliſh imagination which you have 
brought in, - and intruded and thruſt upon POT force; and 
theſe are ſufficiently proponnded as thou faith, as devine Revelations, 
andthe Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt,or the Incarnation of Chriſt 
filence deceit, and for ſhame bluſh ſo to ſay , the Propbets who 
ſpake as they were moved by the Holy Ghoſt and prophefied of 
things to come, they declared of the Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt 
oll, and prophelied long before that a Virgin ſhowld bring forth « 


y Lacres ſake; and ſoto deny them is not to deny Gods. 
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Son, whoſe name ſhould be called Emanuel, God with uw, and the Go« "Y 


vernment- ſhould be upon his ſhoulders : this the Pope hath uſurped, 
and you put it. upon his Shozlders;' bat your invented Dorines 
afore(aid are meerly the imaginations of your own brain , which 
neither the Prophets nor Apoſtles bore witneſs unto but againſt.and 


therefore it is thy and your great preſumption , to make God, 


Chrift and Apoſtles the foundation of all this rubbiſh, ftraw, and 


\ Buble, which thou would put off as devine revelation” and as ſuffici- 


ently prepoſed as the Dofrine of Chrift and' bis 4poſtles was; nay 
bluſh for ſhame; they brought in the Prophets for the peoples 
fake, to prove that they had teſtified of the ſame before, and had 
declared the coming of the juſt one; befides they commended 
themſelves to the witnels: of. God in every mans. conſcience; and 
upon waiting upon the Lord andin the meaſure of his ſpirit;they 
found the things even ſo , and by ſearching the Scripture as the 
Eareans did, and found the things ever fo as had been declared of, 
but upon due conſideration we find not-theſe P__ Dodrrines fo - 

propounded as to have the Teſtimony of the Prophets arid Apoſtles, 
neither doth your Do@rine and worſhip anſwer the J/itneſs of 
Godin every Man's Conſcience, and fo to-deny you is net to make 
God a lyer, but God true, the Lrophets and Apoſtles, and the witneſs 
of God true, (and you lyers)who contradits them-and their Tefti- 
mony.and the power of God, and would aflume ic to'your (elves, 
though you be erredfrom the ſpirit and would put al] under the 
name of jnfallibility,and by fuchheavenly arguments as R.E, calls 
them, to wit, the Miracles aforeſaid, by which you have decei- 
ved the Nations, and blinded the eyes 'of the people ; but the 
time is come, and Light and Life is broken forth that the skires of 
the Whore muſt be diſcovered, and her nakedneſs mutt appear, aid 
her fornications and adulteries ſhall be manifeſt unto all fo that you 
ſhall not proceed much further: And T-hope' by chis time m1 
R..E's words it will appear evident to all, whoſe eyesGod in aiy 
meaſure hath opened that this Catholick, Church (Co called.) is ma- 
nifeſt in what hath been ſaid ro-R.E.not'to be the Church of Chriſt, 
neither their Do&rines-and praftice devinely propounided-,- neither 
ſhe taken from henceforthas the only. infallible judge, rulteand di- 
xe&er in all matters of faitb, +which all are to receive uport pain 
of damnation, as R. E. ſaith; though ſhe fit asa Queer , aid hath 
known no.ſorrow.; but on the contrary ſhe to be a b/;nd guide that _ 
| hath 


- : 6 - | 
hath bewitched the Kings of « 29 and the Nations (which are 
waters;which is the univerſality R, E. boaſtsof) with her inchant- 
ment} and ſorceries, which from hencefocth ſhall noe be taken as 
infallible but fattiBh , and as that Church that hath not conveyed 
che true faich which was orice delivered to the Saints, but-rather 
hath ſpread abroad error and falſe Dodrine, and thetraditions and 
inventions of Men, inſtead of the DoQtrine of Chrift, and would 
put off all this under the name of Authority and power from God, 
and Mfciently proponndeg, and infallibility, and under the penalty 
of the higheſt curſe upon not receiving it ; but the Sunis riſen 
which hath diſcovered all your deceit; lay down your carnal wea- 
pons, Cain's wea ad your humane power by which you have 
prevailed, more by force and cruelty upon the Nations, then by 
found Dodrine, or that plea of being Peters ſucceſfors ; I ay, 
come forth with your ſpiritual weapons , which the Church of 
God had in the Primitive times, and prevail as far as you can,but 
oh you'want theſe, and therefore you are neceſſitated to take up 
forceand violence, the Dragons power to compell all to come to 
your Church. X | 

Further R. E. in his Poſtſcript hath been confident of what he 
bath declared, chat it is of ſuch force what he hath aid for the 
Roman Catholick Church fo called, that he believes what he hath 
aid cannot be anſwered; and he faith, his confidence doth not 
micbecome him , and that ic is improbable to be anſwered, and 
that he bath 'n>t yet done his All; neither in his firſt nor ſecond 
Edition, but hath ſomewhat more yet of great momeat to ſpeak . 
as to prove the Church cf Rome this only and infallible guide, 

Lnco whom I fay it had been good not to have boafted when 
he pnt on his armor, but when he puts it off, and methinks ha- 
ving been ſo unſtable and unſetled as he hath been formerly, he 
ſhould not have been fo confident in oppoſition to Wiſdom, as to 
give (ſuch a challenge and make (ſuch a vapour of, as that it is im4- 


' Probabletobe anſwered, and it is morethen any of you or all of you 


can anſwer, as his own words are, (page the $9,) theſe words are 
not becoming a man indeed, who ſaith, he hath learned meekne(s 


_. and bumilizy of beart, and hath ſuch great bowels of Charity, as 
_ proper he hath ; page the 86. The ſubſtance of what he 
[0 


faid or written, which he reckons ſo profound and unanſwer- 
able, and to be more cthenany or all the Nonconformiſts can anſwer, 
] they 


iH2. they havebeen anſwered over, _ over again, before R. E. was 
born, by many Learned, ſufficient,and good Men; whole Reaſons 
and weighty Arguments about "the Premiſſes have not beeh made 
void unto this day, but hath prevailed with rhany, not Rags fo 
the convincing, but allo to the turning of many from that ulurped 
Authority of the Roman Church, and hath diſcbyered the errors, 
fiiſe Dorine,and evil praftices, notwithſtanding their pretended 
infallibility, which R.E will.not be able to anfwer if, particulars 
ſhould be deſcended unto; and;though R. E. may reckon the rea- 
fons that he hath laid down, , which he hath che moſt what cakeq ac 
the gaineſt, and reckon them as impregnable, yet 1hopethey will 
not appear (> to an underſtanding eye which is enlightened by the 
ſpiritof the Lord, nor to them who are of, a ſound Judgment ; 
what others have done toanſwer his bod Challenge J know. nor, 
becauſe I am ſhut up in a corner for the Teſtimony of Jeſus, and 
for the word of God: but methinks them that are. concerned, 
ſhould not let ſuch boaſts go unreproved, neither ſuch falſe 
Do@rine nor falſe ſuggeſtions as R. E, hath made, to villife and 
debaſe and ſer at nought all things, andevery thing, that ſeems. 
contrary unto the judgment of this pretended Catholick Chyrch; 
and ſeeing that he ſhuts out all Nonconformiſts as to be Members of | 
the Church of God, and to be without all Rule, all Order, all Go- 
vernment, and to come under the great penalty of dammation, by 
not ſubmicting unto whatſoever this pretended Catholick 
Church doth impoſe, how repugnant ſoever it be unto the Do&- 
rine of Chriſt, and how contrary ſoever.it be unto the Spirzt of, 

' God, yet all miſt be received without queſtion, though it be that 
which the Spiric of God ſometimes called the DoArine of Devils, 
but now it muſt become holy , and of divine anthority, and ſuffici- 

ently propounded and ſo received; becauſe as R. E. faith, this Church 
cannot err; I ſay unto him and untoall men, and to the witneſs 
of God in every man, either the Church inthe Apoſtles days did 
err and teach falſe D.Grine , or this pretended Catholick Church, 
becauſe they teach contrary one to the other , and do walk by a. 
contrary rale; and as R. E. faith, infalltbilicy cannot contradit it 

| felf; and hehath granted that the Apoftles and Primitive Chriſti- 
a5 had an infallible fpirit, and did not err; then Jet R. E. and all, 
take a view of the Roman Dofrine, and compare 1c with theirs. 


and they ſhall find it as far wide one fromthe other as the Heavens, | 
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and for the No@rine and faith ſake chat. was once delivered among 


the Saints, and for the Nonconformiſts ſke who cannot bowgheir - 


knee to Baal, neither {nbmitto cheinjun&ions of cha 
inflead of the Do&rines of Chriſt, I: could not. doleſs then give. 
Anſwer unto the ſubſtance of R. FE. his Epiſtle which he boaflad- 
of, tobemore then'any could anſwer, and to reprove his falſe 
Do&rine and error,” which he would perſ'vaye all unco, and not 
co queſtion, - becauſe the Church of Rome hath propounded it as - 
infallible; + a6bod all choſeDo@rines are denyed, and cannot - 


| | _ en nere) lies aSto befal - nd thae-which 


ae r and let R. E, when he bring s forth his al, 


rorero uhh that ee as ng cons, $0 the Pope Ye ſod Me S 


hag. worltippiog | Jong 


\ lihgof Infants; proveto the _ ng 
theſe were Apoſtotic4/anl' FeDb HACK abr Mp 


by the Church of C wo the Apoſiles time, orin t 
years after Chraſt;; peEenly ej ec pat many more 
to receive and imbrace RED Catholic oP: 


. Re foro ab- 
ſolucernte-and guide, HRe(Whſch vl onearth ouphe T. 
unts;; which if thou do-ndty rvhewwill;take ©. forep 
darenot,; leaſt thou 1 ings gethy.ſelf inlucha Contraver eT 
never ingaged i in yet, by which thy and -yourfolly wilt more. aud 
more > Wpear untoall; I ſhall nat EX Frirher fa (elf. F; r the 
Read &r any. Furby, in tradue Ih , his Gt;d) lic WI 
words, although.the main hc Mfpnccile ad : dey 
KK: looks upon them 38 -nſweret;; 6 | : 
andto the witneſs of God m every Man's Conſcience, . to = 
ſearch out, where the difference and weight lies, and the eruch, 
and as the meaſure of Gods Spirit in every Man's: Conſcience 
doth eloſe with or againſt, if-it can-what-L-bave ſaid about R,-E, 


bis Epiſtle, for untothat 1 dare ftand to the judgment of and init, 
as every one believes and walks, 1 bid my Reader, Farewell, 


weſimerland this 18, of the 
Fifch Moneth, 16 65+ 
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